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St. Mary’s Church Services 

Sun 4th June  9.00am - Sung Eucharist* 

Sun 11th June  9.00am - Sung Eucharist 

Sun 18th June  9.00am - Sung Eucharist 

Sun 25th June  10.30am - All Age Service with Strawberries and Cream* 

Please see the porch notice for weekday services. 

* Refreshments follow these services. 

Upton 50 Club  

Prize Winners for May 

£25  No 48  John Lightfoot 

£20  No 119 Steve Strange 

£15  No.17  Gill Napper 

£10  No 158 Dawn Thackray 

Lesley Shaw 

Bake Up! 

Few sights gladden my heart like a table groaning with cake, and May’s  
meet-up provided just this. From a spectacular raspberry meringue sponge to 
an elegant orange almond slice, we were treated to fine, generally fruity 
baking. Joan’s courgette cake was the notable alternative – and worth 
remembering when you get the summer glut. 

Speaking of bookmarks, we’ll be posting recipes and pictures on the village 
website soon. 

Our next theme is trad picnic food. I’m imagining proper ‘Famous Five grub’ 
which we’ll take to a lovely spot near The George and Dragon. Everyone’s 
welcome – there’s no fixed membership so if you just want to come on a 
picnic, feel free. Bring rugs, drinks, salads, etc. 

Friday 30 June , 11.45 am - meet in the pub car park  

Wet weather plan: Village Hall  

Kieron 
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Drop In 

The Drop-In is an informal gathering to enjoy a cup of tea or coffee and a 
pleasant chat. Meetings take place in the Village Hall on Thursdays from 
10.30am to 12.00pm. Dates for June are just the 22nd but on the 8th it will 
be at Maggie’s house due to the hall being used for the election. 

Rector’s Note 

In Praise of Politicians 

Father Jason is away for a few days and has asked me 
to write ‘Reflections’ for a change. Great, but what 
to write on? Why, the general election of course! 
But isn’t that dicey? Everyone nowadays accepts that 
it is right for religion to ‘grubby its hands’ with 
politics, but people are wary of the clergy using their 
position to promote a particular party. In a recent 
letter to the flock on the election our two Anglican 
archbishops mentioned the word ‘stability.’ This was 
taken by a motley bunch of journalists, angry clergy 
and others to be coded support for the Tories 
because of Theresa May’s slogan about ‘strong and 

stable leadership.’ Oh dear! The letter also spoke of concern for the ‘weak, 
poor and marginalised.’ Who’d be an archbishop! 
Despite this I shall continue, not in support of one political party, but all of 
them! I should like to cast my vote against cynicism. In my view, most of our 
politicians, when they can stop making snide comments about each other, 
are great, and genuinely desire the best for our country. And democracy is 
wonderful! It is true that there has been a feeling in several countries that 
the ‘political class’ has lost touch, but the wonderful thing is that change is 
possible – as shown in the recent election of a French president who only 
formed his party a year ago! 
Has democracy anything to do with religion? I believe so. The first democracy 
was in ancient Athens, but that was short lived. Modern democracy grew in 
Christian soil in Europe, particularly from the Bible’s teaching that all people 
are equal before God. In Britain, from Magna Carta to the Peasants’ Revolt to 
the gradual growth of parliament, over and over again the reforming leaders 
were influenced by this teaching. That is not to deny that progress was at 
times painfully slow, and it is shocking how the church was blind for long 
periods to such issues as the evil of slavery and equal status of women. 
Perhaps the slowness of it all should emphasise all the more how much we 
should value our democracy today? 
So, cynicism be gone! Let us be thankful for our political system, and 
politicians too. In the light of history, let us value our right to vote. And of 
course, that means taking the time to turn out on June 8th. 

Revd John 
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Swop Shop 
Items 

12) Electric sewing machine in cabinet - Free - Brenda Arnold, 850354 

13) Kenwood Bread Maker - Free - Brenda Arnold, 850354 

Jobs 

1) Help is offered with primary core subjects, or secondary English in 
exchange for help with heavy work in the garden. Malcolm Wright 850705. 

Wine Appreciation Club 

Upton’s Wine Appreciation Club’s final tasting of the year in May saw 
members of the club presenting wines that were significant to them. 

A Cremant d’Alsace provided a sparkling start to the evening, followed by a 
sauvignon blanc and a Verdicchio accompanied by evocative tales of life in 
an Italian village beset by the occasional earthquake. A dry Tokaji allowed 
its presenter to reminisce widely and amusingly on a range of subjects from 
the volcanic wines of the Canary Islands to high quality German fizz which 
never makes the export market. Reds included a Costieres de Nimes from 
Aldi and a brazen Barossa Valley Shiraz. But the final wine was a real 
mystery – an intensely aromatic red, infused with quinine and with 
significant residual sugar, called Byrrh Grand Quinquina. Definitely 
something I’ll be considering as we move into mosquito season in South 
Oxfordshire! 

This fun and friendly event, drawing on the interests and enthusiasm of our 
members, provided a fitting conclusion to the year’s tastings. We now have 
the annual club barbecue to look forward to in June, before our annual 
sabbatical. Looking forward to next season, if you would like to enjoy a glass 
of wine in convivial surroundings, perhaps learning a bit along the way, then 
why not join us? We meet in the Village Hall, and welcome everyone with an 
interest in wine. We usually taste four white and four red wines per meeting 
– small tasting measures, so as to avoid any deleterious effects! We try to 
cater for all tastes and recognise that club evenings are also enjoyed as a 
village social and chance to meet with other village residents. With a 
membership of around 60 villagers, we regularly welcome more than 30 to 
each meeting and make a special effort to welcome new members from the 
village. If you’re interested, you are very welcome to come along to your 
first meeting as a guest. The more the merrier!  

William Betts 

Chair 
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Village Produce Association  
The VPA Annual Summer Show will be held on Saturday July 8th at Blewbury 
Village Hall. The show is an opportunity for everyone in Blewbury, Upton and 
surrounding villages to take part and enter home grown fruit, vegetables, 
flowers, cooking, handicraft, photography and many other categories. We 
would love to see as many young people as possible entering the 
competitions – age groups start from 5 years old!! 

Exhibitors display their entries early on Saturday morning, they are then 
judged during the morning and the Show is then opened to the public at 
2.30pm. The winners are announced at 4.00pm.  

You will find The Schedule with the Entry Form at Blewbury Post Office or 
you can ring Margaret Maytham in Upton on 01235 850126 or Eileen Bracken 
on 01235 510095 for more details. 

Each year we have a special display and 2017 is no exception. This year we 
will be having a special exhibition of botanical illustrations painted by local 
artists, together with a variety of other paintings also painted by artists in 
the area. 

We are grateful for the previous support and enthusiasm shown by the 
residents of Blewbury and Upton and we are hoping for a huge number of 
entries this year. 

There are many new residents in Blewbury and Upton who may be reluctant 
to take part – do please have a go!! The Show has a long standing tradition 
and fosters pride and friendly competition amongst the villagers. 

With the variety of classes available there must be something for you to 
enter 

DID YOU KNOW? “Britain is the only country that grows apples expressly for 
cooking” and did you also know? “You need roughly 35 to 40 apples to make 
eight pints of cider”. 

Happy Gardening, Eileen 

Upton Film Club 

Sully: Miracle on the Hudson 

(The story of Chesley Sullenberger, who became a hero after gliding his plane 

along the water in the Hudson River, saving all of his 155 passengers) 
has been chosen to be your next movie - showing on Friday June 9th 

The movie will start at 8 o’clock 

There will be an intermission approximately halfway through. 

Drinks will also be available before and after the showing. 

Place the date in your diary - £5.00. 

Doors open at 7:15 so why not come along early for a drink and a chat and to 
celebrate or commiserate the end of the election campaign. 

Rob Traynor 
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Upton Village Fete 

The fete this year will be held on Saturday, 2 September starting at 2.00pm 
on the recreation ground. So keep the date free – it will be well worth it!  

For the first time the fete will be a joint effort between St Mary’s Church 
and UVHAT – the Upton Village Hall Amenities Trust. The organising 
committee has already been very busy and we’re pleased to announce some 
exciting new ideas – donkeys, a cartoonist, a car boot sale and a bake-off 
competition to name but a few. And we won’t forget the old favourites – the 
teas, the book stall, white elephant, a barbeque and many others. 

Entertainments will include a dog show, gymnasts, Blewbury Brass Band and 
the children’s entertainer, Juggling John, who proved to be such a hit last 
year. And we would welcome other ideas too – please contact a member of 
the committee if you have any suggestions. 

We are aiming to raise at least £4,000 to be split between UVHAT and St 
Mary’s so we look forward to seeing as many as possible at one of the 
highlights of Upton village life in September. 

Look out for more news next month! 

Upton Village Fete Committee: Gloria Smith, Jacqui Reid, Jessie West, Brian 
Rippon and Paul Batho 

Howden Jones Concert 
Many of you will remember attending a concert by Howden Jones in the 
Village Hall a few years back, well if you would like to listen to them again 
they are coming to Harwell Village Hall on Sunday 18th June – Bar open at 
6.00 pm. 

Tickets costing £18, which includes a hot fork supper and free drink, are 
available from Bob the Butcher or Harwell Village Facebook.  

For more details of the concert email Fiona.pryor@yahoo.co.uk  

For more details about Kate Howden and Paul Jones go to 
www.howdenjones.co.uk 

Alan Davies 

We would like to thank all those who so generously donated to Thames Valley 
Air Ambulance charity at Alans funeral on 15th March 2017. The final figure 
raised has been confirmed as £1,422.06. We are amazed at this amount and 
for such a worthy cause. 

Thank you 

Celia Alex and Steph 

mailto:Fiona.pryor@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.howdenjones.co.uk
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Council News 

Meetings 

The Annual General Meeting of the Parish Council was held on Monday 22nd 
May at 7.30pm.  

The council are pleased to report that all councillors were retained as 
members, with Mr Stuart Fraser remaining as chairman. Mr Stuart Norman 
relinquished his position as vice-chair and this was taken over by Mr Duncan 
Reid.  

The council are pleased to announce that Mr Carl Pettman has been co-
opted to the council. 

A vacancy remains within the parish council, so if anyone would like to 
become a councillor and help with all things to do with the village, then 
please email the council on parish.council@uptonvillage.co.uk  

The next regular UPC meeting is on Monday 17th July at 8pm. 

 

Planning Applications 

P17/V1145/FUL—Corderoys, Pound Lane, Upton. Alterations/extensions to 
existing private dwelling to form new entrance porch and first floor bedroom 
extension. Roof alterations and new dormer windows in association with loft 
conversion. 

The council voted ‘no objections’ to this application. 

P17/V1059/FUL—The Gate House, Reading Road, Upton. Erection of 
detached garage with accommodation above. 

The council voted to ‘object’ to this application on the following grounds:- 

Overdevelopment of site – size of existing development and size of proposed 
garage and additional accommodation. 

Further detriment to an AONB. 

The build is on padlock land which is not permitted. 

If the application is consequently successful, the council agrees the current 
site of the garage and accommodation is probably best placed. 

P17/V1029/HH—The Croft, Prospect Road, Upton, single and two storey side 
and rear extensions. 

Mr & Mrs Green of The Croft attended for this part of the meeting. 

The council voted ‘No Objections’ to the application.  

P17/V1108/CM—Prospect Farm, Chilton. Increase size of hardstanding and 
internal track, additional storage bay and realignment of internal fence. Non
-material amendment to P12/V2469/CM. 

No action is required from the PC on a CM (county matters) application. 
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Almshouse Vacancy 

Notice is given that No. 1 Almshouses, Church Road, Blewbury is to become 
vacant. Applications are invited to fill the vacancy from persons who have 
resided in the area of the Ancient Parish for more than two years. The 
Ancient Parish consists of the present day civil parishes of Blewbury, Upton 
and Aston Upthorpe. 

Applications should be made in writing to Miss S Donne, Clerk to the 
Trustees at Godwins, Bridus Way, Blewbury, Oxfordshire, OX11 9NW, by 
Friday 30th June 2017. 

Applicants should state their name, address, date of birth and occupation, if 
any, and be prepared to provide evidence of their qualification for 
appointment as resident, responsible for the upkeep of the property which 
includes a small garden. Details given in the letter will be of considerable 
help to the Trustees in making an appointment. 

Preference will be given to those with low income and those who have 
resided longest in the Ancient Parish. Short-listed applicants will be asked to 
attend for interview by the Trustees. 

Applications from those without the prescribed qualification will be 
accepted for consideration should there be none from persons with the 
required qualification. 

United Charities of the Ancient Parish of Blewbury Registered Charity 
Number 203538 

Recreation Ground Play Facilities – Volunteers Needed 

The play equipment at Upton Recreation Ground has been a great success 
attracting visitors not only from the village but from miles around. 

We need to continue to ensure that the play equipment is safe for children 
to use and enjoy, and our insurance requires that inspection is undertaken 
weekly. We have a team of volunteers who give up about 30 minutes of their 
time once every few weeks to carry out inspection of the equipment. This is 
not a complicated or onerous task and the inspection sheet guides you 
around the equipment detailing what needs to be checked. 

If you have 30 minutes to spare every few weeks we would really appreciate 
it if you would consider joining the team.  

Please contact Duncan Reid from Upton Parish Council on 07810 810614 or at 
parish.council@uptonvillage.co.uk  

Thank you in advance for your commitment to keeping the play areas on the 
Recreation Ground safe and enjoyable for all the children that use them.  

Other Matters 

Minutes from recent meetings will be placed on the village hall noticeboard 
in due course, as well as the village web site. Please watch out for further 
documentation being added to the web site in the near future. 
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Submissions for Upton News should be sent to 
news@uptonvillage.co.uk. 

Deadline for the July edition is  

Sunday 25th June 

LJD Bell Plumbing & Heating Services 
All Domestic Plumbing & Heating Work 

Undertaken 
A1 High Efficiency Boilers Fitted 

Gas Appliances Fitted & Serviced (Inc LPG) 
Landlord Gas Safety Check & Certificates 

Aga/Rayburn Servicing 
Fully Insured 

Water Safe Approved Operative 
CIPHE Registered Plumber 

 
Mobile 07555100848 

 ljd-bell-plumbing-heating@outlook.com  

 Are you creating the right impact? 

I run a training company that uses theatre skills to help people create the right 
impact for presentations, public speaking, team meetings and interviews etc. By 

using traditional physical, vocal and mental techniques from the theatre and 
corporate training worlds I aim to help people address a wide range of both business/

academic and personal hurdles. 

If you think this is something that you, a colleague/friend or your business might be 
interested in discussing further, please do get in touch. 

 Tel. 07834455602 jessica@jjhaworth.com www.jjhaworth.com 

Didcot U3A 

The University of the Third Age offers the opportunity to share your 
knowledge, experience and talents with others and to learn from them in 
friendly surroundings. We have 31 Interest Groups, ranging from, Art 
Appreciation, Family History, Languages (various), Photography, Science and 
Technology, Ukulele to Wine Appreciation!  

The Didcot and District U3A meets on the third Tuesday of the month in the 
Civic Hall. At the next meeting on 20th June, John Caldicott will talk on 'The 
Foundling Hospital - the children who were taken in'. 

The monthly meetings always commence at 2pm, it advisable to arrive 15 
minutes before the start, there are always members of the Committee on 
hand to act as Meeters and Greeters to make any newcomers most welcome. 
For more information call: 01235 510048 or 01235 815384, or email 
secretary@didcotu3a.org or visit www.u3asites.org.uk/didcot 
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