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Local Councils in England
Annual return for the fi nancia year ended
31 March 2015
Local councils in England with an annual turnover of t6.5 million or less must complete an
annual return in accordance with proper .practices summarising their activities at the end of
each financial year. ln this annual return the term 'local council'includes a Parish Meeting, a)' 
Parish Ci5uncil and a Town Council.

I

i fhe annual return on pages 2 to 5 is made up of four sections:

- Sections 1 and 2 are completed by the person nominated by the local council.

, - Section 3 is completed by the external auditor appointed by the Audit Commission.

, - Section 4 is completed by the local council's internal audit provider.

; Each council must approve this annual return no later than 30 June 2015.

Gompleting your annual return

i Guidance notes, including a completion checklist, are provided on page 6 and at relevant points in

the annual return.

i Complete all sections highlighted in green. Do not leave any green box blank. lncomplete or incorrect
returns require additional external audit work and may incur additional costs.

, Send the annual return, together with your bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2015, an explanation
of any significant yearon yearvariances in the accounting statements and any additional information

, requested, to your external auditor by the due date.

Your external auditor will identify and ask for any additional documents needed for their work.
Therefore, unless requested, do not send any original financial records to the external auditor.

Once the auditor has completed theirwork, certified annual returnswill be returnedto the local council
for publication or public display of sections 1, 2 and 3. You must publish or display the annual
return, including the external auditor's report, by 30 September 2015.

It should not be necessary for you to contact the external auditor for guidance.

More guidance on completing this annual return is available in the Practitioners' Guide for local councils
that can be downloaded from www.nalc.gov.uk or from wwwslcc.co.uk
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Section 1 - Accounting statements 2014115 for
Enter name of
reportingbodyhere:.u'rToL.I9AR1St\6uNcru.Y,n
Readers should note that throughout this annual return references to a 'local council' or 'council' also

relate to a parish meeting.

i, 1 Balances , I g .A /_ I e-T 7 ,q Total balances and reserves at the beginning of the yearas

i broughtforward i 'u- -' D I lel recordedinthefinancial records.ValuemustagreetoBoxTof
Previous Year.

oreceot : l

Excludes anY grants received.

, receipts I I i precept received (line 2). lnclude any grants received here.
.i (-)starrcosts I t gz7 zt s2 lffif#jJig[#ffJ[:*I;]!j:il^i,E]linfil',11,fl,**.

i S (-) Loan i { LG i eU I totat expenOiture or paymentsof capital and interest made during

i interesVcapital i - , the yearon the council's borrowings (if any).
repayments

l6 (-) All other i tv/4-)1 cl tJg,, lotal expendttureorpaymentsasrecoroeolnlnecasnDooKre
j payments , I 

'istaff costs (line 4)and loan interesticapital repayments (line 5).

7 (=) Batances tr| 65 t2 33 6 Total balances and res";;;a "t 
t'" 

"nJ 
oi the year.

I a I:gl:::l ""d I 676fi { 236 6',n:::T-":ll ::':-"1111 
o:!,","y:.T"',:::.11'"',.:":::"1:l:1'

investments I I iOanfreconciliation.

ig Totalfixed assets i a6i dAq <4/e4TheoriginalAssetand lnvestment Register value of allfixed

i plusotherlong i 'lJror u('go /'assets,plusotherlongtermassetsownedbythecouncil ai plusotherlong i tl/o": ul(9o /l assets,plusotherlongtermassetsownedbythecouncil asat31
I term investments I itvtarcn

and assets

i i *t 'I '-lthirdpartieslinJudingPWLB).

i""rtiiv in"ii;th" yearenoed sr Nlarcn ioi; I i";;flm that these r""orniins statements were

the accounting statements in this annual return I approved by thepauncil on,this date:

:::,T:',lXiIHJffi[:lj,?,'J:::,"J,T;;;',""" J, . at o sfrx,5
present receipts and payments, as the case may I and recorded as minute reference:
be.

by Responsible Financial Officer

ro Lb)
Signed by Chair of the meeting approving these

i out" i- 7 4;{r'l A;;;(
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S_eciion 4 - Annual lnternaf audit report 2014115 to
taPT:{ PAR.IELI -CBr,t xla-r t_

The council's internal audit, acting independently and on the basis of an assessment of risk, carried
out a selective assessment of compliance with relevant procedures and controls expected to be in
operation during the financial year ended 31 March 2015.

lnternal audit has been carried out in accordance with the council's needs and planned coverage. On
the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised in this
table. Set out below are the objectives of Internal control and alongside are the internal audit
conclusions on whether, in all significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved
throughout the financial year to a standard adequate to meet the needs of the council.

; A Appropriate accounting records have been kept properly throughout the year.

, A The council's financial regulations have been met, payments were supported by invoices,
; all expenditure was approved and VAT was appropriately accounted for.

I C The council assessed the significant risks to achieving its objectives and reviewed the
, adequacy of arrangements to manage these.

i D The annual precept requirement resulted from an adequate budgetary process; progress
I against the budget was regularly monitored; and reserves were appropriate.

/

,/
lit,J 

.

rE Expected income was fully received, based on correct prices, properly recorded and
promptly banked; and VAT was appropriately accounted for.

Petty cash payments were properly supported by receipts, all petty cash expenditure
was approved and VAT appropriately accounted for.

Salaries to employees and allowances to memberswere paid in accordancewith council
approvals, and PAYE and Nl requirements were properly applied.

H Asset and investments registers were complete and accurate and properly maintained. , {
I Periodic and year-end bank account reconciliations were properly carried out.

Accounting statements prepared during the yearwere prepared on the correct
accounting basis (receipts and payments or income and expenditure), agreed to the
cash book, were supported by an adequate audit trail from underlying records, and
where ayl.loRriate debtors and crelitors were p,roperly recorded

Trustfunds (including charitable) The council met its responsibilities as a trustee.

ii',y'i
For any other risk areas id;iifii bt tre counclrlrist any other risk areas oerow oi o" ;;p;i;i;";n""ii ir n""o"ol io"qrii" '

controls existed:

Name of person who carried out the internal audit

Signature of person who carried out the internal audit
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We acknowledge as the members of:

L:[rrc,h[_
our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including the

preparation of the accounting statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with

respect to the accounting statements for the year ended 31 March 2015, that:

i 1 We approved the accounting statements prepared in

Section 2 -Annual governance statement 2014115

This annual governance statement is approved
by the council and recorded as minute reference

i 1 We approved the accounting statements prepared in i i I 
prepared its accounting statements in the 

Ii bccordance with the requirements of the Accounts and i - ,/ ', I 
way prescribed by law. i

1 nroit Regulations and proper practices. i \/ I I ii!,1
2 We maintained an adequate system of internal control, r i made proper arrangements and accepted 

i

i including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud 
" 
,t i I 

responsibility for safeguarding the public 
I

i s we took att reasonabte steps to ,r.rr" orrr"tr", fi;i il;r; i 
.-"-*i- -j ;r"oniv J""" *[ri ii has the t"grr po*", 

i

I ana corrupuon anQ levteweo lts eilecltveness. i i,._ lilruilrryarru ruuuuruEu ilt tl! uilatgE. r

i , w" toor arr reasonabre steps to ,r.r," orr.r"tr", fi;iil;r.; i 
*I--jlrT1i9:T 

ylt ,i has the t"grr po*", 
ij are no matters of actual or potential non-compliance with i I j to Oo anO has complied with proper 
I: laws, regulations and proper practices that could havea ,/ lpractices in doing so. 
I
II signiflcant financial effect on the ability of the council to I i {

i

1+ We provided proper opportunity during the yearfor the | , | { during the year has given all persons t

i "r"r"ir" 
of electors' rights in accordance with the t, / l, i int"r"-.t"C the opportunity to inspect and 

I

i requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations. i I I ask questions about the council's accounts. j

{ -. .. ;

5 We carried orrt en essessment of the risks facino the : I considered the financial and other risks it
L , * J *. .. :

i S We carried out an assessment of the risks facing the i i j considered the financial and other risks it
council and took appropriate steps to manage those risks, ./ i faces and has dealt with them properly.

i'
including the introduction of internal controls and/or r' : :

1 awlarnal incr rranna aarrar rlrhara raat riratf 
ql lv' vl 

i i I.,^-..,L^-^ -^^..:-^fexternal insurance cover where required. l__
i 6 We maintained throughout the yearan adequate and i I arranged for a competent person,

] records and control systems. i ,/
independent of the financial controls and

I il
i O We maintained throughout the year an adequate and L j arranged for a competent person,

I effective system of internal audit of the council accounting . I I independent of the financial controls and

i records and control systems. i ,/ j procedures, to give an objective view on

I i 
- 

I i whether internaicontrols meet the needs of

i i i lthecouncit.
l1l We took appropriate action on all matters raised in reports 1 ,/ 1 | responded to matters brought to its

1 tro, internal and external audit. ', { i I attention by internal and external au

i e We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or i i I discloseO everything it should have about
commitments, events or transactions, occurring either i , i I its business activity during the year
during or afterthe year-end, have a financirf i*pr"i'ln me i I including eventstaking place afterthe year-
council and, where appropriate have included them in the i 1 i end if relevant.
accounting statements.

9 Trust funds (including charitable) - in our capacity as the has met all of its responsibilities where it is
managing trustee we discharged our responsibility in relation I
to the accountability for the fund(s/assets, including financiali

' reporting and, if required, independent examination or audit. 
1

i

*"*t

1x
!

ffi a sole managing trustee of a local trust or

I 1,/ ltrusts.lii. - L.
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I

l
I

I
I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

t

i

section 3 - Externar auditor certificate and report 2o14t1sCertificate
we certify that we have completed our review of the annual return, and discharged our responsibilities underthe Audit commission Act 19'98 as tiansition"rrv 

"rr"i, ?"rin" y"rr, ended 31 M-arch 2o1s inrespect of:
t-

andffe*ait"r 
-@e-

Ii""::ti:^r""r^f.:l*,:,r:j-e1]ino Jh?t $ financiat ,r,i"s"r"nt is adequate and effective and thatit has a sound svstem of inrernar co-ntror. The body p'-prr"f ;;;il;ililri:H;"#:: fi|l;proper practices which:

' summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2015; and' confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are important to our audit responsibilities.
our responsibility is to review the annual return in accordance with guidance issued by theAudit commission (see note below)' our work does not constitute an audit carried out inaccordance with lnternational Standards on Auditing (UK & lreland) and does not provide thesame level of assurance that such an audit would do.

Externalauditor nrr" O"r"

BDo LLP is a limited liabitity partnership registered in England and Wates (Mth registered number oC305127).

(Exce t for the matterere-orted herow)* on the basis of our re

*"":T:rfl11::',:,:T^T11::,r. is in accordance with p-p", practices and no matters have comerilalrers navg colto our attention giving cause for eoncern that relevant tegistaiion and regulatory requirements havenot been met. (*dde+e as appre^riat4.

othermattersnotaffectingouropinionwhichwedrawtotffi
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Section 4 - Annual internal audit report 2014115 to

; ua,PT-rl PARlEbl__CpraxI 4lt_ coyncr!/Mq-e!i19

The council's internal audit, acting independently and on the basis of an assessment of risk, carried

out a selective assessment of compliance with relevant procedures and controls expected to be in

operation during the financial year ended 31 March 2015.

lnternal audit has been carried out in accordance with the council's needs and planned coverage. On

the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are $ummarised in this

table. Set out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the internal audit
conclusions on whether, in all significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved

throughout the financial year to a standard adequate to meet the needs of the council.

Appropriate accounting records have been kept properly throughout the year. ,, y' 
,

all expenditure was approved and VAT was appropriately accounted for. (

The council assessed the significant risks to achieving its objectives and reviewed the .t
adequacy of arrangements to manage these. { l

The annual precept requirement resulted from an adequate budgetary process; progress /
against the budget was regularly monitored; and reserves were appropriate. v

i E Expected income was fully received, based on correct prices, properly recorded and
l

,Jl
ii
't/ '

i G Salaries to employees and allowances to members were paid in accordance with council ,
i approvals, and PAYE and Nl requirements were properly applied. V

1 
H nsset and investments registers were complete and accurate and properly maintained. t 1/

i | :.li:ll. "10 
ve1-1no bank account reconc]liallons wele ylneav carrled oul- ,. ,/

I I Accounting statements prepared during the yearwere prepared on the correct '

I accounting basis (receipts and payments or income and expenditure), agreed to the l

1 cash book, were supported by an adequate audit trail from underlying relords, and ', /

Trust funds (including charitable) The council met its responsibilities as a trustee.

For any other risk areas identified by the council (list any other risk areas below or on separate sheets if needed) adequate

t_
i

i
l

i

promptly banked; and VAT was appropriately accounted for.

F Petty cash payments were properly supported by receipts, all petty 
"r.n "rf"nOitrr"was approved and VAT appropriately accounted for.

Name of person who carried out the internal audit i

Signature of person who carried out the internal audit

I

IK
i

' oate ;1olllwl
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