
  

 

Upton Newssheet 
August 2021 

 

Upton Village Fete  

The village fete is on! Keep the date free and come along to the village hall 
and recreation ground at 1:00pm on 4th September to enjoy some old-
fashioned fun and frolics just like we used to back in 2019! 

Some of the confirmed attractions include: 

A fun dog show. No need to pre-book, just turn up with your dog on the 
day for the chance to win a prize. 

Gymnastic display by local children in the ring, from 1:30 

A dazzling display of local classic cars and vintage bikes 

A barbeque, pizzas, teas and home-made cakes on the village hall 
terrace 

Music from the Wantage Silver Band 

Lucky programme prize 

A range of stalls including second-hand books, plants, home-made 
preserves, Fair Trade produce, tombola, wine club and ice cream 

A special children’s area with a coconut shy, lucky dip and other fun 
things to do 

We look forward to seeing you on the day. Volunteers are always needed so 
if you’d like to help, please contact one of the committee members. 

Brian and Giulia Rippon, Jessie West, Gloria Hancock, Paul Batho, Jacqui 
Reid, Ben Shaw. 

Cakes Needed 

Brian and I will be organising the Cake Stall at this year’s fete. We are 
seeking cake and biscuit donations - in the past we have had an amazing 
response and the resulting mouth-watering spread is always popular. We’ll 
be looking to sell whole cakes as well as slices to be sold alongside the teas/
coffee. Cakes, traybakes, muffins, fairy cakes, cookies and biscuits all 
welcome. 

Please bring offerings to the Village Hall from 11.30am onwards on the day, 
or beforehand you can drop off at Autumn Leaves in the High Street 
(immediately opposite Church Street). 

If you are able to help out on the day, please contact either Giulia 
(giulia@rippon.net 07789 777381) or Brian Rippon (brian@rippon.net 07768 
224467). 
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St Mary’s Churchyard 
Passers-by will have noticed that the churchyard has appeared in need of a 
trim at some times during this summer. This was the result of an 
experimental policy to allow the growth of grasses and wild flowers to 
encourage the insect population, as is being done elsewhere in the village. 

At its meeting in June, the PCC reviewed the position in the light of 
comments received from villagers. It was decided that the parts of the 
churchyard fronting Church Street and the lane which runs down to the fields 
on the south side would be regularly cut as before, while the area to the 
rear (north) of the church, and on the east side, should be allowed to grow 
during the summer and cut back later in the year. The areas of longer grass 
will have paths cut through them to allow access for people to enjoy what 
we hope will become an area containing a variety of attractive meadow 
flowers growing in the grass. 

The cemetery (the separate area surrounded by railings to the east of the 
church) will be regularly cut throughout the season as this is in active use 
and graves are regularly visited. As ever, we are grateful to Roy Locke for his 
great work in keeping these areas cut and tidy. 

The currently unused cemetery extension to the rear of the existing 
cemetery is owned by the Parish Council which has its own plans for 
managing this area as a wildflower meadow. 

We hope these policies meet with the approval of Upton residents but as 
ever, we would welcome comments and feedback. 

Paul Batho 

Astons Online 
Free and friendly help for computer users is available every Tuesday morning 
from 10:00 to 12:00.  We provide help remotely using telephone, Facetime, 
Skype, Zoom, Teams, WhatsApp or whatever is best for you. Book a 30 
minute appointment by emailing theastonsonline@gmail.com or, if this is not 
possible, by phoning 07780 958249. 

Astons next Online Zoom meeting will be 10:30 – 11:15 on Tuesday 17th 
August discussing GP and other medical online services that reduce need for 
visits to medical premises and the consequent risk of infection. Book a place 
using the email address above.   

Go to www.astonsonline.uk for more information. 

Parish Council 
The council has recently received a number of complaints about litter being 
left on the recreation ground. If the bins are full please don’t just leave the 
litter on the ground as it both encourages vermin and gets blown around in 
the wind. In the near future the council are intending to provide more bins 
but in the meantime if the existing bins are full, please be good enough to 
take any litter home with you.  

mailto:theastonsonline@gmail.com
http://www.astonsonline.uk
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District Council 
Hello! This month we’d like to highlight the great news that more council-
owned leisure facilities are now opening up, including the Abbey Meadow 
outdoor pool in Abingdon, and plans for the Beacon in Wantage to open in 
September – more details below. The café at the Cornerstone Arts Centre in 
Didcot has also recently opened, with a lovely new menu of tasty bagels and 
delicious cakes - well worth a visit if you’re out and about in Didcot over the 
summer. 

Although lockdown restrictions were lifted on 19th July, COVID-19 cases are 
increasing at a significant rate, with Oxford city now one of the top ten 
COVID-19 hotspots in the whole country. We strongly encourage residents to 
continue to follow the hands – face - space – fresh air guidance, to protect 
yourselves and others, in addition to regular testing and getting both vaccine 
doses.  

We will use these monthly updates to keep you updated on our activities, 
general council news and any COVID-19 developments. We also post regularly 
on our councillor Facebook Page: Cllrs Hayleigh Gascoigne & Sarah Medley - 
please do not hesitate to get in touch with any issues or concerns, either via 
Facebook message or email: hayleigh.gascoigne@whitehorsedc.gov.uk and 
sarah.medley@whitehorsedc.gov.uk.     

COVID-19 Support 

Community Support Hub – self-isolation support available 
With Covid case numbers increasing more people are finding themselves 
having to self-isolate as a result of a positive diagnosis or close contact with 
someone who has tested positive. It’s so important to self-isolate in either 
scenario to help stop the spread, but we know this is difficult for people and 
it’s tempting to just pop out to get the shopping or run an errand.  

That’s where the community hub comes in – we’re continuing to help link 
residents up to food support, either by signposting to help organising 
shopping, arranging for a click and collect shopping order to be collected or 
getting an emergency food parcel out. Residents may even be eligible for 
financial assistance if they risk losing earnings because they’ve had to self-
isolate - click here for more information on financial support. 

To contact the Community Support Team: 
call: 01235 422 600 Monday to Thursday 8.30-5pm and   

Fridays 8.30-4.30pm 
or email: communitysupport@southandvale.gov.uk 

or fill in an online form at: www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/communityhub 

Remember, for the most up-to-date coronavirus information relating to 
district council support and any changes to services, please take a look at 
the dedicated Vale webpage for updates: www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/
covid19 

 

https://www.facebook.com/HayleighAndSarah/
mailto:hayleigh.gascoigne@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
mailto:sarah.medley@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/vale-of-white-horse-district-council/coronavirus-community-support/support-for-people-who-need-help/financial-support-available-for-those-on-benefits-who-are-told-to-self-isolate/
mailto:communitysupport@southandvale.gov.uk
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/communityhub
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/covid19
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/covid19
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  Residents can also contact  

Citizens Advice – 0808 278 7907 

Vale Community Impact – 01235 765348 

 

Cases Data 

Oxford City’s cases are now firmly in the top ten in the entire country and 
the highest in the south-east. The City and County councils are calling on all 
18-29 year olds in Oxford to take a PCR test at one of the many centres set 
up around the city. Click here for more information on the COVID-19 
situation in Oxford. 

Remember that the latest figures are updated on the county council’s 
interactive dashboard on a daily basis. 

Local News 

Valley Park Update 

We (Hayleigh and Sarah) continue to meet regularly with the Planning 
officers at the council to stay up-to-date with the progress of Valley Park. It 
is very clear that the application will not come back to planning committee 
for further consideration until all of the reasons for deferral back in 
February have been addressed. One of the main reasons for deferral was 
the proposed roundabout design, and the issue with it prioritising car users 
over all other modes of transport. The developers have since issued a new 
design with traffic light-controlled crossings closer to the junctions of the 
roundabout, which is a step in the right direction. Our latest meeting with 
Vale planning officers, county highways officers and our new county 
councillor Sally Povolotsky was also attended by the county council cabinet 
members for Highways and the Environment. They are now fully briefed on 
the situation with the Valley Park roundabout and it is very encouraging 
that the senior leadership of the new county council administration are 
taking an active interest in this key issue for Valley Park. 

Another key area to be addressed was the lack of healthcare provision at 
Valley Park. The good news is that the Oxfordshire Clinical Commissioning 
Group are now engaging with the developers and have requested the 
following: 

£2.841m from the Valley Park development is secured towards the 
proposed GWP healthcare centre; and, 

Should the GWP healthcare centre not proceed, £3.261m is secured 
from the Valley Park development which will enable OCCG to 
secure land elsewhere and build a healthcare centre or extend 
an existing health centre; or, 

0.25 Ha Land is provided at Valley Park for a new GP health centre 
at nil cost and £2.841m capital is provided towards its 

https://news.oxfordshire.gov.uk/enhanced-government-support/
https://news.oxfordshire.gov.uk/enhanced-government-support/
https://phdashboard.oxfordshire.gov.uk/?utm_medium=promoblock&utm_source=publicsite
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This information will be published on the planning application webpage 
shortly, and a response is awaited from the developers as to whether they 
will agree to this request. 

Abbey Meadow outdoor pool reopened 

Great news for families and swimmers in the Vale - the Abbey Meadow 
outdoor pool in Abingdon reopened on Monday 12 July in plenty of time for 
the summer holidays. Click here for the full news article about the Abbey 
Meadow pool opening. 

The Beacon to open again to the public 

Vale of White Horse District Council is pleased to announce that it plans to 
open The Beacon arts and community centre in Wantage to the public again 
from 6 September. Click here for the full news article about the Beacon 
opening. For more information you can also visit The Beacon website or call 
the centre on 01235 763456.  

Extra funding for Didcot Garden Town 

Vale of White Horse and South Oxfordshire District Councils are to receive 
£405,000 of government funding to help continue work on three garden 
community projects, including £125,000 for Didcot Garden Town. Click here 
for the full news article about the garden community projects funding. 

The Oxfordshire Rail Corridor Study 

Proposals for a new station at Wantage/Grove are included in a new report 
looking at how the rail network can best support Oxfordshire’s predicted 
growth in jobs and housing. Click here for a summary of the report on the 
Network Rail website. 

Proposals for new Parliamentary constituency boundaries   

The Boundary Commission for England (BCE) has published its initial 
proposals for new Parliamentary constituency boundaries and launched an 
eight-week consultation, which closes on 2 August 2021. People can 
comment on a range of issues such as where the proposed new boundary 
lines are to the names of the constituencies. You can view the proposed 

changes for the south east on the Boundary Commission website. In 
particular, we would draw your attention to numbers 28 and 41-45 which 
detail proposals for Oxfordshire. In summary, these include:   

significantly reconfiguring the Wantage constituency, which would 
become more compact. It would also be renamed Didcot and Wantage to 
reflect its two main population areas.  

increasing the number of constituencies in Oxfordshire from six to seven  

making relatively minor changes to the Henley and Oxford East 
constituencies 

Note from Hayleigh and Sarah: these proposals only affect our parliamentary  

https://data.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/java/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P14/V2873/O
https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/leisure/abbey-meadow-outdoor-pool-ready-to-reopen/
https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/leisure/abbey-meadow-outdoor-pool-ready-to-reopen/
https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/vale-of-white-horse-district-council/the-beacon-to-open-again-to-the-public/
https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/vale-of-white-horse-district-council/the-beacon-to-open-again-to-the-public/
http://www.beaconwantage.co.uk
https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/uncategorised/405000-awarded-to-vale-of-white-horse-and-south-oxfordshire-district-councils/
https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/uncategorised/405000-awarded-to-vale-of-white-horse-and-south-oxfordshire-district-councils/
https://www.networkrail.co.uk/running-the-railway/our-routes/western/oxfordshire/
https://www.networkrail.co.uk/running-the-railway/our-routes/western/oxfordshire/
https://boundarycommissionforengland.independent.gov.uk/2023-review/south-east/initial-proposals-for-new-parliamentary-constituency-boundaries-in-the-south-east-region/page/5/
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constituency (currently Wantage), in which residents vote for an MP during 
General Elections. The proposals do not change anything about the current 
parish, district or county council boundaries. 

Council News  

Council Meetings 

The next Full Council meeting of the Vale of White Horse District council will 
be on Wednesday 14th July at 7.00pm – click here for the agenda and link to 
watch the meeting online.  

Due to the recent legislation change regarding council meetings, this 
meeting will be held in person at 135 Milton Park. However, the new hybrid 
format will still be used, where the meeting is conducted via video 
conference and broadcast online, and members of the public can choose to 
attend remotely or in person. Councillors can also attend remotely but are 
not permitted to vote unless present in person. 

The Oxfordshire Growth Board met on Tuesday 8th June – click here for the 
minutes of the meeting. 

Members of the public and ward councillors are able to participate in 
meetings remotely, as well as in person and via written statement. If you 
wish to speak at any council meeting (full council, cabinet, committees etc), 
you just need to register in advance with Democratic Services: email 
democratic.services@southandvale.gov.uk 

New White Horse Community Lottery: win prizes and help good causes  
The White Horse Community Lottery has been launched by the Vale of White 
Horse District council as a fun and creative way for voluntary and community 
groups to raise much needed funds. Players of the lottery can choose which 
local good cause(s) they want to support when they purchase tickets and 
prizes range from free prize draw entries to a weekly £25,000 jackpot. 
Tickets cost just £1 with 60p from every ticket sold going to support charities 
and community groups across the Vale of White Horse. For more information 
on where to buy tickets and how to get involved as a local organisation, click 
here for the full news article about the lottery. 

Climate Emergency Advisory Committee 
The latest meeting of our Climate Emergency Advisory Committee (CEAC) 
took place on 14th June and featured:  

A review of the progress to develop a new council tree policy  

An update on Public Sector Decarbonisation Scheme projects  

Click here to watch a recording of the CEAC meeting. For more information 
on the Climate Emergency Advisory Committee, click here to visit the 
website.  

http://democratic.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=108&MId=2844
http://democratic.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=108&MId=2844
https://democratic.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=543&MId=2784
https://democratic.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=543&MId=2784
mailto:democratic.services@southandvale.gov.uk
https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/grants-and-community-funding/the-white-horse-community-lottery-is-ready-to-help-good-causes/
https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/grants-and-community-funding/the-white-horse-community-lottery-is-ready-to-help-good-causes/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Hc0SPQvxEs
https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/vale-of-white-horse-district-council/action-on-climate-and-nature/
https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/vale-of-white-horse-district-council/action-on-climate-and-nature/
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Taking climate action together 
Last month the district council held a town and parish council forum on 
‘Climate action – how can we take action together’. The event featured a 
review of our draft Climate Action Plan and a discussion on how we can work 
together to achieve our major target of becoming a carbon neutral district. 
The feedback and ideas that towns and parishes provided on the draft plan’s 
six main themes - transport, energy, natural environment, non-domestic 
buildings, homes and waste, will be shared and, where appropriate, 
incorporated into the draft climate action plan. We expect to publish our 
Climate Action Plan in Autumn 2021 – watch this space for more updates. 

Move Together  
The Move Together initiative recently launched across Oxfordshire for people 
who are clinically extremely vulnerable and who have been shielding, and 
any residents whose health has been affected by the lockdowns over the past 
year. Click here for the full news article about Move Together. 

New air quality website for the county - they want your views 
The district council has been working with Oxford City Council, the county 
council and the other districts on a countywide air quality community 
website to help raise awareness of air pollution. Once developed, the 
website should provide air quality evidence, information and advice in a 
simple and accessible manner to all Oxfordshire visitors and residents. This 
week the city council has launched a consultation asking local people for 
their views on what they want from the new website. Click here for the 
consultation - the deadline to submit your comments is 5 September.  

Ultra-fast broadband coming to our area 
Open Reach has announced that 45,000 homes and businesses in Oxfordshire 
should benefit from ultra-fast full fibre broadband by 2026. This follows 
£18m investment in the county with Abingdon, Blewbury, Childrey, Cumnor, 
Didcot, Marcham, Oxford, Wantage and Warborough set to benefit.  More 
information Click here for more information from OpenReach. 

Councils’ Five year land supply maintained  
The council is pleased to confirm that it has maintained a five-year housing 
land supply, helping to limit the opportunity for speculative development 
in our communities. Click here for the statement on the five-year housing 
land supply. 

New management structure to provide stability to residents 
South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse district councils have made their 
interim senior management team structure permanent to help provide a firm 
and stable base from which they can deliver their corporate plan priorities 
and services to residents. Click here for the full news article about the 
management structure.  

Sarah and Hayleigh 

https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/leisure/move-together-launched-across-oxfordshire-to-help-vulnerable-residents/
https://consultation.oxford.gov.uk/policy-and-communications/new-air-quality-website/
https://consultation.oxford.gov.uk/policy-and-communications/new-air-quality-website/
https://www.openreach.com/news/232m-boost-for-ultrafast-full-fibre-broadband-in-the-south-east/
https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/vale-of-white-horse-district-council/planning-and-development/local-plan-and-planning-policies/supporting-documents/
https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/vale-of-white-horse-district-council/planning-and-development/local-plan-and-planning-policies/supporting-documents/
https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/uncategorised/district-councils-approve-a-revised-management-structure-to-provide-stability-to-residents/
https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/uncategorised/district-councils-approve-a-revised-management-structure-to-provide-stability-to-residents/
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 Foot Care 

A Mobile Foot Clinic for 
Upton 

Treatment provided in your own home for 
Routine Foot and Nail Care 

Toenail Trimming 
Corn and Callous Removal 

Diabetic Foot Care 
Contact Jill Allen DipFh MCFHP MAFHP 

Foot Health Practitioner  
07767763441 or 01235 815917 

Scotlands Ash Garage 
Main Street West Hagbourne 

Oxford’s award winning local  

Independent Garage 

MOTs from 6.00am by appointment 

Vehicle Servicing and Repairs 

Tyres, Clutches and Exhausts 

Paint and Bodywork 

Terraclean Service 

Free Courtesy Car 

Tel. 01235 850707 

enquiries@scotlandsashgarage.co.uk  

 LJD Bell Plumbing & Heating Services 
All Domestic Plumbing and Heating Work 

Undertaken 
A1 High Efficiency Boilers Fitted 

Gas Appliances Fitted and Serviced (Inc LPG) 
Landlord Gas Safety Check and Certificates 

Aga/Rayburn Servicing 
Fully Insured 

Water Safe Approved Operative 
CIPHE Registered Plumber 

 
Mobile 07555100848 

ljd-bell-plumbing-heating@outlook.com  

  Gary Cuddon 

9 Harwood Road  

East Hagbourne 

Painter and Decorator 

Providing a High Quality Service 

Free Quotations 

Fully Insured 

Tel. 01235 510680 or 07827752904 

 
Family Nursery, Florist, 

Gift and Farm Shop 

Visit Savages to discover fresh quality fruit 
and veg, home grown plants, 

flowers, giftware and foods 

The Nurseries, London Road, Blewbury 

01235 850352 

shop@savagesblewbury.co.uk 

N Drum 
Landscaping, Fencing 

and Maintenance 

Garden and Grounds 
Maintenance 

Hedge Planting and Cutting 

Grass Cutting and Turfing 

Power Washing and Winter Gritting 

Licensed Waste Carrier 

Fully Insured 

Tel. 01235 859229 or 07922701634 

ndrumlandscaping@gmail.com  

Please be aware that these 
two boxes are available for 

advertising use at the rate of 
£25 per year or £2.50 for one 
month. For more information 

please contact  

Mike Brown on 850135 or at 
kameki39@btinternet.com 

mailto:ljd-bell-plumbing-heating@outlook.com
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Blewbury Post Office 

We are asking our customers to continue wearing a mask inside the post 
office, (but it’s not compulsory and we won’t argue with you!) plus we are 
sticking to the ‘one in; one out’ system, until the whole situation improves.  

Everyone is still being very sensible and careful.  

Dennis the Menace and gorgeous British Coast stamps out now, we do have 
some Duke of Edinburgh memorial ones too.  

Take care everyone,  

Love from Karen, Maggie, Katrina and Micheal  

Environmental Note 

Welcome to Blighty 

Ever wondered why the UK is nicknamed Blighty? I have a theory, based on 
the loss of my tomato crop for the second year running to a fungal infection 
called late blight. It likes wet, warm weather – whenever you get 
temperatures above 10 degrees C and 6 or more hours of 90% humidity on 2 
consecutive days, there’s a serious risk of blight. (This is known as a ‘Hutton 
Period’, which gets its name from James Hutton, one of those Scots 
enlightenment brainiacs who thought up modern geology while on a break 
from being a farmer.) The point – made more directly elsewhere by 
meteorologists – is that the climate is changing dramatically.  

So when thousands of scientists and politicians finally make it to Glasgow for 
COP26, the international conference on climate change, there’ll be more 
pressure than ever to do something immediate and meaningful. Setting 
quotas won’t cut it. Relying on yet-to-be-invented technologies won’t either. 
And since the UK government has already done the easy stuff like phasing 
out coal-fired power stations, only hard yards remain. 

One way to get near the 2050 net zero target might be to tax carbon. But our 
political parties have been so successful in weaponising the notion of 
increased taxation that even environmental levies which get huge public 
approval when implemented, for example the plastic bag tax, turn ministers 
into sweaty messes. Surprise, surprise, a consumer tax on goods and services 
was recently rejected by the UK government in favour of a trading system for 
industry.  

In the absence of serious financial levers, it falls to individuals to make low-
carbon choices. Most emissions that we control personally come from heating 
and transport, so that’s where the biggest carbon savings can be made. Air 
source or ground source rather than oil or gas, EV rather than petrol engine. 
Initial outlay will be higher, but the risk to tomatoes – and other living 
organisms including ourselves – will be considerably lower.  

Kieron 
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Submissions for Upton News should be sent to 

kameki39@btinternet.com 

Deadline for the September edition is 

Friday 27th August 

Upton Nature Garden 

Exciting finds on the nature garden site next to the village hall last month: a 
pyramidal orchid, several field voles, and a slow worm! 

We're aiming to prepare the ground in September ahead of planting in 
October and November. 

We haven't been given the final grant figure for the garden by Trust for 
Oxfordshire's Environment yet, but we know there's going to be a shortfall in 
the amount of funding we receive for shrubs and plants. So we need your 
help! Could you donate any of the following native species: 

Foxgloves (digitalis purpurea); honeysuckle (lonicera periclymen); ivy 
(hedera helix); sweet briar rose (rosa rubignosa); wild privet (ligustrum 
vulgare); spurge laurel (daphne laureola); guelder rose (viburnum opulus); 
spindle (euonymus europaeus); barberry (berberis); juniper (juniperus 
communis); dogwood (cornus sanguinea); holly (ilex aquifolium). 

We'd prefer smaller plants - ones grown from cuttings or seeds of your own 
stock would be ideal - because these can adapt and establish themselves to 
the conditions in the nature garden more easily than mature plants.   

We'd also like your logs or stumps to provide high-spec homes for insect 
families. If you're planning to fell a tree, please call Brian or Kieron, or 
email us at support@nature-garden.co.uk  

Kieron 

mailto:support@nature-garden.co.uk

