
Report to the 2022 Upton Parish Annual Meeting 

on 

The Harwell Site Stakeholder Group.  
 

I have continued to attend meetings of the Harwell Site Stakeholder Group on the behalf of 

Upton Parish Council. The purpose of the Stakeholder Group is to provide a forum between 

the nuclear activities on the site and interested local organisations. Several meetings a year, 

chaired by an elected local councillor, are held on Zoom where the Site Closure Director 

(Magnox), the Nuclear Decommissioning Agency (NDA), the Office for Nuclear Regulation 

(ONR) and the Environment Agency (EA) present reports. We also hear from other 

organisations such as the Rutherford Lab  and Diamond from time to time. 

Work is continuing to decommission the nuclear facilities and to treat radioactive wastes. 

The decommissioning of the old liquid waste treatment plant is almost complete, with the 

aim to restore this area to Green Field conditions. The buildings and liquid waste tanks were 

removed earlier. A considerable amount of soil (over 90,000 tonne) has been removed and 

assayed. Most was completely clear of contamination and will be used elsewhere. 30,000 

tonnes has been moved to a designated low activity site store in Northamptonshire. The 

resulting hole will be back filled with soil dug from a neighbouring surface water lagoon. It is 

proposed to delicence the area in early 2024 and  the adjacent footpath returned to its 

original position. 

None of the operations on the site has affected Upton Parish. 

We were told recently about a Planning Proposal submitted to install solar panels over the 

RAL carparks. These will generate electricity for RAL and at the same time provide a rain 

cover for the car parks. This seems a sensible way to install solar panels without taking up 

any ground space. 

Attention is again drawn to the Magnox Socio-Economic plan which provides small grants to 

encourage education, the development of employment and other similar investments in the 

local area. Upton has received a grant in previous years to contribute to the cost of staging 

in Upton Hall. In the last year nearly £100k has been allocated to local projects. 

I am happy to continue to represent Upton Parish Council if the members so wish and I will 

continue to report on any issues that might affect the parish.  Please contact me if you want 

any further details of activities on the Harwell Licensed site. 

Derek Whitmell 
2nd April 2022 
 


