
 

 

ST MARY’S CHURCH PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL 

REPORT FOR ANNUAL PARISH MEETING – 4 MAY 2022 

 

Church Services 

Following the lifting of Covid restrictions, regular services resumed in St Mary’s from July 

2021. At the moment, these are on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month, recently 

supplemented by a lay-led, less formal gathering on the 1st Sunday of the month. It is hoped 

that regular weekly services can be resumed when a new priest can be appointed following 

the retirement of the Rev. John Clark.  

Improved facilities 

In 2018, plans were prepared to improve the facilities offered by St. Mary’s by installing a 

WC with disabled access and refurbishing the vestry to include a kitchen and improved 

storage. The improvements are for the congregation and, equally importantly, to enable the 

church to be more widely used by the community in Upton as a whole. The proposals 

included an extension to the existing vestry and the latest estimate of costs (March 2021) 

was just under £68,500. 

An appeal for funds was launched in 2019 and the amount raised to date, including 

individual donations and pledges plus grants offered, amounts to about £38,000. In recent 

months we have unfortunately had news that two further applications of grants, each for 

£20,000, from the National Churches Trust and the Joseph Rank Trust, have been 

unsuccessful. 

We have therefore reviewed the scheme to see whether we can achieve our aims at a 

reduced cost. Revised plans have been drawn up which accommodate the WC and kitchen 

facilities without extending the building, which would save considerable expense on building 

works – possibly around £15,000. A formal estimate will be prepared and in the meantime 

an application for a revised faculty has been submitted to the diocese and a revised 

planning application to VOWH will follow. 

Once these consents are in place, we hope that the proposals will be viable in the light of 

the current and expected funds raised in a final appeal. Our aim is nothing less than to 

ensure the church building is in a good state to serve the people of Upton for another 1,000 

years!  

 

 

 



 

 

Friends of St. Mary’s 

Thanks to the generosity of the Friends of St. Mary’s, set up in 2014, the costs of 

maintaining and running the church building and its grounds are well-supported. Most 

contributors have been with us since the start but we’d like to encourage newer residents to 

be involved so we will be publicising the Friends scheme more widely over the coming year.   

Many people, Friends and others, have enjoyed the social events offered – bowling, quizzes, 

Pimms and Pate and all. With the lifting of restrictions these can now resume so look out for 

announcements in Upton News. 

 

 

Paul Batho and Jessie West 

Churchwardens 

 


