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The month ahead

Sunrise, sunset & twilight

For details of events at the Village Hall please see here: 

For details of services at St Mary’s Church, please see here:

Village calendar

01 Dec
05:41 07:49 15:58 18:07

31 Dec
06:00 08:11 16:05 18:15

Mon Tues Weds Thurs Fri Sat Sun
25 26 27 28 29 30 1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 31 1 2 3 4 1

Parish Council
Village Hall St Mary’s Church

Waste collection

Village Fete
Uptonogood
Wine club
Brownies
Community coffee morning
Upton Christmas Readers
Yoga
Karate
Dog training
Kinetic gymnastics
Tea Birds WI

Lay-led service
Other service

Parish Eucharist

Black bin
Green bin + Brown bin

Other
Weekend/public holiday
Clocks change
Upton News deadline

Green bin + Brown bin + extra garden waste

https://www.uptonvillagehall.co.uk/
https://www.churnchurches.co.uk/calendar/
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The online services continue every Sunday at 
10.30am. Login after 10.00 to chat beforehand or 
to check your technology. Please click here to 
access the Churn Churches website which gives 
the log-in details.
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Village News
St Mary’s Church
Service times

Date Time Type Prayer focus

1st December 9:15 am Lay-led service Treasurers
Church finances

8th December 9:15 am Parish Eucharist Sidespeople
Those who help with hospitality and 
catering. 
Flower arrangers

14th December 4:00 pm Friends of St Mary’s 
Christmas carols and 
readings 

15th December 3:00 pm Family Christingle, 
followed by tea and 
cake

Families
Children’s outreach 
Family services & Mothers’ Union

22nd  December 9:15 am Parish Eucharist All the churches in our Benefice and 
our relationships together

24th  December 4:00 pm Crib service

25th December 9:15 am Christmas Eucharist

https://www.churnchurches.co.uk/services-this-week/sunday-service.php
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Father Jason writes …
Before we know it, the 
Christmas season will be 
fully upon us. Christmas 
food is already in the shops, 
as well as a wide variety of 
Christmas cards. Perhaps 
you have already made 
plans for the Christmas period, and have begun 
your Christmas shopping? And of course there’s 
the Christmas music. I am yet to hear my first 
Christmas carol, but I’m sure it won’t be long. 
There’s something about hearing a Christmas song 
which really gets us in the mood for celebrating 
the season.

But Christmas music can do more than simply get 
us into the festive spirit. It also has the power the 
help us connect with God, and the deeper meaning 
of the Christmas story. Different types of music 
will work for different types of people. I wonder 
what particular music helps you to connect with 
God? What music gives you a sense of mystery or 
purpose in your lives, or simply puts a spring in 
your step and smile on your lips? 

Our lives are so busy, but I would encourage us to 
find some time to enjoy the music of the season.  
Speaking personally, at this time of year I always 
make a point of listening to Handel’s Messiah. If 
you have never listened to it, or have not done so 
for quite a while, let me recommend it to you. I 
would also recommend listening to some seasonal 
organ music played on a traditional pipe organ. 
Most of our local churches have pipe organs, and 
there’s something rather special about hearing 
them played, especially at this time of year – why 
not pop into St Andrew’s Church on 1st December 
and listen to the organ recital? And nothing quite 
compares with the sound of a brass band playing 
carols on a Winter’s day. Locally, we are so 
fortunate to have the Blewbury Brass Band, and it 

is a real treat to hear them play. And then there is 
the wonderful world of pop music as well, in all its 
great diversity. I wonder what will be the 
Christmas Number One?

I think God often uses music to communicate with 
us and uses the words or the melody or the rhythm 
to give us a message. God communicates with us 
because He loves us. He might be wanting to cheer 
us up, or to give us a sense of peace, or the glimpse 
of a world beyond our everyday life.

I wonder what God might be wishing to say to us 
this Christmas time? 

With every blessing for Christmas and the New 
Year.

Note to contributors
Contributions to Upton News are always very welcome.  Please include your name, address and contact 
details (email and/or phone number) in case clarification is needed: we will not be able to publish your 
contribution without these details.  The editor reserves the right to place, edit, shorten or omit 
contributions as required.

Please send your contributions by email to uptonox11news@gmail.com

The deadline for the January 2025 issue is 29th December 2024.  
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Upton Parish Council 
Upton Parish Council has removed the broken 
fencing from the end of the recreation ground and 
is looking at options of replacement fencing in 
keeping with the deed of covenant for the area. In 
particular it is worth noting that the fencing has to 
be stock-proof and the Council is doing all it can to 
find appropriate fencing at a good price.

Trimming and cutting back of the hedge/tree line 
of the Nature Garden along Station Road is due to 
be done in early December with the date TBC.

Many parishioners have raised concerns over the 
development work taking place at Wattle Farm and 
the adjacent areas in the AONB. The Council has 
been in extensive contact with the planning 
department who have asked to be continually 
updated with all ongoing work done at the site. All 
residents are asked to send their concerns and 
evidence directly to the planning department  
quoting Case Reference Number: 754851. The 
Council would like to encourage all villagers to 
support bringing this blatant disregard of 
planning law and policy to a halt.

Last, but by no means least, the Parish Council 
would like to extend a huge thank you to Bob Lott 
and Mike Tibbets, the organisers of Uptonogood?, 
who have made a tremendous donation to the 
Council funds this year of over £5500. This 
generous contribution will help the Council 
maintain the Recreation Ground and Play Area 
which, with constantly rising costs, are a major 
commitment for the village. There can be few 
villagers who are unaware of this superb event, but 
the Council would like to encourage everyone to 
get involved in the 2025 event whether by digging 
out their bikes, brushing off their cycle kit and 
entering one of the rides, or by stepping up to be 
one of the many volunteers needed and without 
whom the event simply could not happen. It is 
fantastic that Upton is the centre stage for an 
event that attracts 1000 cyclists! Roll on 
Uptonogood? 2025

The Council would also like to invite comments 
from all villagers on any matter with which they 
have concern. These should be sent to parish.
clerk@uptonvillage.co.uk

Upton Wine Club 
November is often a time when we often turn our 
thoughts to Christmas and look for something to 
help celebrate the occasion. It has become a bit of a 
tradition that we look at a few special wines to try 
at this time of year and this month was no 
exception.

We started the evening, tasting two Cremants: one 
from the Loire and the other from Bourgogne. 
There are a number of Cremants available from 
across France now and they have grown in 
popularity, with approximately 100 million bottles 
being produced each year. These wines give you a 
sparkling wine that is made in the same way as 
your typical Champagne, but at a fraction of the 
price and with the ability to use many different 
grape varieties. This gives a them wider range of 
flavours to suit different tastes and they are a 
refreshing alternative to Prosecco or Cava: if you 
have not tried Cremant yet it is definitely worth 
the a sip or two!

We next tried two Champagnes. It’s very easy to 
head to the “safety” of a Grand Marque bottle such 
as Moet & Chandon, Veuve Cliquot or Bollinger. 
These offer great Champagnes with the 
consistency of knowing what you are getting but 
do have a price tag associated with them which can 
be a little eye watering! If you are looking for 
something a little different then look out for a 
bottle with the initials “RM” (Recoltant-
Manipulant) on it. These are wineries that are 
independent and produce Champagne made from 
grapes from their own vineyards rather than being 
bought in, which is the norm for the well known 
brands. They do not have the marketing funds to 
promote the wine heavily but all effort is put in to 
making some exceptional, smaller volumes of wine 
that can be much better value than some of the 
well know brands.

Port is an absolute classic at Christmas. We tried 
2-, 10- and then 20-year old Tawny Port. The first 
was served cold and the others at room 
temperature. Chilled port enhances its crispness 
and highlights its fruity notes, whilst serving it at 
room temperature brings out its rich, nutty and 
caramel flavours. Why not start off with a cold port 
and see how it changes over the course of the 
evening?

mailto:planning.enforcement@southandvale.gov.uk
mailto:parish.clerk@uptonvillage.co.uk
mailto:parish.clerk@uptonvillage.co.uk
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Sherry is another Christmas special but as at least 
one of our members will advocate, it’s not just for 
Christmas! The amount of effort that is put in to 
making sherry is not always appreciated: it often 
takes 5-20 years to produce an Oloroso or Ximenez 
and the price point doesn’t really reflect this. Some 
sherries therefore provide exceptional value for 
money. We tried a Romate Maribel medium dry 
Amontillado. Try it, and you might find yourself 
drinking it well beyond Christmas!

Finally, we tried a dessert wine from a lesser 
known grape called Tannat. If you are not a fan of 
Christmas pud, then look out for this grape, get 
yourself some dark chocolate, sit back and enjoy!

All the wines tasted can be found on our website. 
Our next meeting is on the 11th December and is 
our Xmas Special – if you want to come along and 
see what we are all about then please do get in 
touch!

Community Coffee 
Morning
We have decided to change the name slightly, from 
‘drop in’ to ‘coffee morning’, but are pleased to 
confirm that the Community Coffee morning is 
continuing with the same arrangement, meeting 
for the most part at the Village Hall on the last 
Friday of the month. We welcome all villagers, 
family and friends, and your canine companion if 
you want to combine your visit with your morning 
walk. You can always rely on there being friendly 
faces, good conversation, coffee (including 
decaffeinated), cakes and biscuits. 

Occasionally, there will be special events that 
coincide with our dates, such as the Macmillan 
coffee morning, but we usually have the same 
arrangement with some seasonal cakes and 
activities. Although we typically don’t see many 
children due to school and childcare 
arrangements, we always set up a table to 
accommodate them. 

We are producing a leaflet with the dates and 
times of the next 12 sessions which we will post to 
all houses in the village.

The coffee morning at our Village Hall provides a 
great warm place for all generations to meet and 
catch up and we look forward to seeing you soon!

Dance and Fitness Class
From 6th January 2025 and every Monday 
thereafter, a new fun fitness class is coming to 
Upton. “Dance and Fitness” is a fusion of Dance, 
Boxing, Aerobics and Toning and is appropriate 
for everyone, no matter your fitness level, whether 
a complete beginner or a regular gym goer.  
Classes will be held at the Upton Village Hall from 
7pm to 8pm and at only £5.00 a class. The aim is to 
make you fitter and stronger and gain greater 
flexibility with each class burning hundreds of 
calories and toning the whole body.

My name is Angela Burt and I live in Upton Village 
so if you have any questions or want to know more 
about my class, please contact me either by phone 
(07765 017 941) or email. I began teaching classes 
back in 2012 as both a licensed and qualified 
Zumba® and Body Combat® instructor and had an 
amazing time teaching so many wonderful 
individuals but made the difficult decision to stop 
during the Covid years. I am excited to continue 
my journey again so if you’d like to get fitter or just 
make new friends, please give this class a try. I 
hope to see you in January 2025.

https://uptonwineclub.com/
mailto:angela.burt1206@gmail.com
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Upton

Upton Living Advent Calendar
from 5pm

Date: 1st December 2024

1. Pottengers – Chilton Rd
2. Midway - Prospect Rd
3. Pound Cottage - Stream Rd
4. Lonicera – Station Rd

Date: 13th December 2024

14.        5 - Fieldside
15. Toad Hall
16. Dulcina - Newman's Close
17. Sunnyside – Newman's Close
18. Winterset – Newman's Close

Date: 5th December 2024

Date: 9th December 2024

Date: 17th December 2024

Date: 24th December 2024

19. Owlscote Farmhouse - High St
20. Owlscote Farmhouse - High St
21. Stowe House - High St
22. Hamilton House - High St
23. Chynoweth – Church St

24. St Mary’s Church – Church St Crib Service

9. Sine Nomine - Church St
10. 1 the Crossings - Stream Rd
11. 1 the Crossings - Stream Rd
12. 6 - Fieldside
13. Sign of the Crown - High St

5. Eventurer – Prospect Rd
6. The George - London Rd
7. Fernwood - High St
8. Pentreen – Stream Rd 

Light Up December
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Blewbury WI
The next main meeting on Thursday 5th December 
is the Blewbury WI Christmas lunch, though, 
regretably, it’s members-only this time. Following 
last year’s yummy lunch, we are returning to the 
Goring and Streatley Golf club and are sure that 
Jazzy jumpers, flashing earring and sparkly festive 
necklaces will be in abundance.

Other things we are doing during December 
include a mince pie and coffee morning, 
Rummikub and Mah Jong. We also have two 
sessions of Scrabble – afternoon and evening. The 
Book Club is reading ‘Miracle in the Andes’ by 
Nando Parrado about the plane carrying the rugby 
team which crashed somewhere deep in the 
Andes. On a lighter note - we are also going on a 
jolly to a local Garden centre for gift buying and 
lunch. What a choice!

If you’d like to come along with someone else or 
find out more, ring our Secretary, Joy, on 850543 or 
email. If you come as a visitor, you will be made 
very welcome and will have the chance to see if it is 
your sort of thing. We don’t bite and we certainly 
can’t all make jam! So many friends you have yet to 
meet …… You would pay “pro rata” for the 
remainder of the year if you choose to join.

Blewbury Players
STOP PRESS: Farm cat holds the key to defeating 
the ogre of farmer’s inheritance.

The owners of a smallholding in the Oxfordshire 
town of Tabbyshire are pinning hopes of saving 
their home and business on their faithful farm cat, 
Puss. After being hit with the news that their land 
and livelihood could not be inherited by them and 
instead would be taken by a greedy ogre and two 
estranged sons, leaving Molly Muck (founder and 
owner of and Mucks Home Grown Emporium) and 
Peter (Molly’s youngest son) to face a possible life 
on the street, Molly Muck commented “It’s all too 
much for me”, but was told to “Pull your socks up, 
Muck!”. The King has taken the unusual step of 
getting involved in the case and has offered the 
Mucks part-time work and lodging at the palace. 

But will it be enough, or will it take a fairy, some 
furry friends and magical footwear to bring this 
story a happy ending?

With lots of laughs, songs and very little politics, 
this is a traditional pantomime for all the family. 
Based on Charles Perrault’s telling of the classic 
tale, Puss in Boots takes you on a journey of a firm 
friendship, in fantastic footwear. Oh yes it does!!

This pantomime was created by local residents, 
designed by BAFTA-nominated designer, director 
of The Animals of Farthing Wood and local 
resident Elphin Lloyd-Jones, and was written and 
directed by Andy Jarvis.

The Box Office opens on 6th December so start 
clicking here and book your tickets for some family 
fun to cheer up January …. Tickets cost £16 for 
Adults and £8 for Children.  Performances are held 
7.30pm nightly from 29th Jan to 1st Feb and there is 
a 2.30pm Saturday matinee. Please see our website
for more info.

We would also like to give advance warning of our 
summer production: A Monster Calls. This will be 
performed between 16th and 19th July 2025 in the 
Orchard Dene Garden Theatre, Blewbury. We will 
be holding initial auditions on 8th & 9th February 
2025. Please contact us by email if you are 
interested in taking part on or off stage. 

This is the play version of the bestselling classic 
novel by Patrick Ness. It is a powerful, 
contemporary story about love, loss and hope and 
the power of story telling that is a mix of moral 
fable and ancient myth. Its hero is a lonely 13-year-
old, Conor, whose mother is seriously ill. He is 
visited by a monster who offers to tell Conor three 
tales if the boy will, in return, tell him the truth. 
We are excited to welcome Sabina Netherclift as 
our director for this our 49th Summer production. 
Please visit our website for further audition and 
production information.

Local News

mailto:blewburywi@gmail.com
http://www.blewburyplayers.co.uk
http://www.blewburyplayers.co.uk
mailto:blewburyplayers@gmail.com
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Blewbury School 
Report

Many wonderful things have been taking place in 
school recently. The children attended St Michael’s 
Church in Blewbury to celebrate Harvest and also  
welcomed athlete Michael Allison into school. He 
led an assembly, which included a demonstration 
of javelin throwing with our own Ms Parvin. Each 
class then took part in fitness circuits led by 
Michael. “The activity was hard work!” said Jack. 

The mixed boys’ and girls’ Year 5 and 6 football 
team played against 7 other school teams in the 
Elite Youth Sports Inter-School Tournament at 
Edmonds Park. The school came second by 1 point 
and were very proud of their achievement

Pupils in Reception and Year 1 in Blewbury School 
have been exploring different celebrations. They 
have been learning about Diwali, the Hindu 
festival of light. Activities included dressing up in 
traditional clothing, making Diya lamps which 
symbolise goodness and purity; and drawing 
bright, colourful and intricate rangoli patterns on 

the playground. Reggie. C said, “When they 
celebrate, they put Diya’s around the house”; “They 
do this to light up the house,” added Hector. 

The children also celebrated Bonfire night by 
having a 'bonfire' in the classroom and creating 
firework pictures in the style of Jackson Pollock. 
Take a look at the class page on the school website 
to see more pictures of our wonderful learning. 

We do have spaces available, so if you are looking 
for a local Primary school, please call the office on 
01235-850411 to book a tour around our 
‘outstanding’ early years.

Blewbury Post Office
We will soon be heading into our busiest period 
here at Blewbury Village store and Post Office. Our 
last Christmas posting dates for Christmas are 
listed below. 

Please allow plenty of time for posting. If possible 
please post items and gifts for Christmas early, 
particularly for International deliveries.

Volunteer as a Foundation Governor at 
Hagbourne C of E School
The local board of Governors at Hagbourne C of E 
School are looking for a Foundation Governor to 
join our board. The role is a voluntary position and 
the applicant needs to be a regular church attendee 
to meet the Diocese requirements for the role. If 
you would like the opportunity to give back to the 
local community, and be part of a friendly team 
that makes a real difference to the local children in 
the area we would be delighted to hear from you. 
Please email Jemma Dyson (Chair of Governors)  to 
find out more.

Wed 18 Dec 2nd Class
2nd Class Signed For
Royal Mail Tracked 48

Fri 20 Dec 1st Class
1st Class Signed For
Royal Mail Tracked 24

Sat 21 Dec Special Delivery Guaranteed

Mon 23 Dec Special Delivery Guaranteed

mailto:jdyson@hagbourne.oxon.sch.uk
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Our Christmas opening hours over the festive 
period will be:

The sale of our fresh free range eggs is going well 
and we have a regular delivery every week so we 
will always have eggs available. As always, we have 
our delicious local honey, alongside a variety of 
sweet treats, ice lollies, chocolate and cool drinks 
on sale.

Thank you very much for your business over the 
last few weeks. I look forward to serving you in a 
busy December. On behalf of myself, Karen and 
Andrew we would like to wish you a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year! We look 
forward to seeing you soon.

Astons Online
Astons Online supports people who want to be 
digitally confident on the Internet, with 
smartphone apps or online services like health and 
banking. Astons Online events and support are 
free of charge and open to everyone. We’re 
available for Zoom, Facetime, WhatsApp or 
telephone one-to-one sessions on Tuesday 
mornings between 10am and 12pm.  

United Charities
United Charities provides help with essential 
living costs.  For example:

• Are you struggling to pay for food, energy or 
necessary household items?  

• Are you a pensioner who will just miss out on 
qualifying for the Winter Fuel Payment and 
worrying about your energy bill this winter?

Over the past few years we have supported many 
people living in Blewbury, the Astons & Upton by 
providing small grants to help pay for such things 
as energy bills, food bills, white goods, school trips 
etc. If you, or someone you know is in need please 
consider applying: all applications are dealt with 
confidentially.

To apply there is a short application form to 
complete which can be picked up from St Mary’s 
Church porch or requested by email here. We can 
help you fill in the form if needed.

Mon 23 Dec 9am - 12pm
Tue 24 Dec 9am - 10am
Wed 25 Dec CLOSED
Thu 26 Dec CLOSED
Fri 27 Dec 9am - 12pm
Sat 28 Dec CLOSED
Sun 29 Dec CLOSED
Mon 30 Dec 9am - 10am
Tue 31 Dec 9am - 10am
Wed 1 Jan CLOSED
Thu 2 Jan CLOSED
Fri 3 Jan 9am - 3pm
Sat 4 Jan CLOSED
Sun 5 Jan CLOSED
Mon 6 Jan 9am - 3pm

mailto:unitedcharities@outlook.com
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VoWHDC News
“Hello” from Hayleigh and Debra

We had the  privilege 
of  laying a wreath at 
Harwell’s 
remembrance 
service on Sunday 
10th November. 
Remembrance 
Sunday is a solemn 
occasion that 
reinforces the 
importance of peace 
and the costs of 
conflict, reminding 
us of our shared 
history and the 
courage of those who 
have served. The 

service in Harwell is a well organised and attended 
event taking place each year. Thank you to the RBL 
volunteers and members of the community who 
put everything into it to make it what it is.

As always, if you have any questions or suggestions 
for us as councillors, please do email us at 
hayleigh.gascoigne@whitehorsedc.gov.uk and 
debra.dewhurst@whitehorsedc.gov.uk. As a 
reminder, council meetings are held in public and 
if you wish to address council or committee, you 
can contact Democratic Services ahead of time. If 
you need more guidance on this, please let us 
know.

Current planning applications
The map below shows the location of all planning 
applications within the parish of Upton that are 
Current and were registered between 1st January 
2020 and 30th November 2024.  Details of each 
application can be obtained by following the 
hyperlinks on the right-hand side of the map

Vale News

P24/V1119/FUL

P24/V2307/HH

mailto:hayleigh.gascoigne@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
mailto:debra.dewhurst@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
https://data.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/java/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P24/V1119/FUL
https://data.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/java/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P24/V2307/HH
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Thames Valley Police 
Commissioner
I’m Matthew Barber and I am the Police & Crime 
Commissioner in Thames Valley. Part of my role is 
to engage broadly with local communities and I 
am hoping to produce a regular column about local 
policing issues. This month, I would like to explain 
how we are tackling shoplifting in southern 
Oxfordshire.

One of the common myths about shoplifting is 
that it is linked to the cost of living. Whilst there 
will inevitably be some exceptions, we see that a 
significant amount of shoplifting is related to 
addiction (drink and drugs); however, the biggest 
rise is actually from organised crime. Sadly some 
retailers have been targeted, even in our more 
rural areas, but help is at hand. The new Retail 
Crime Strategy that I launched earlier this year 
makes  supporting retailers a higher priority for 
the police.

Over the last year across South Oxfordshire and 
the Vale of White Horse the number of charges for 
shoplifting has more than doubled (up by 106% so 
far this year), showing that the work to tackle 
prolific offenders is paying off. The police have 
identified the top suspects locally and as a result 
many are now behind bars.

Part of the effort to work more closely with shop 
staff is to increase reporting. We know that all too 
often shoplifting or assaults on staff can go 
unreported. Sometimes people feel the police 
won’t act: if it is never reported, they certainly can’t 
act! To help encourage reporting and information 
sharing I have funded a new system called Disc, 
which is being rolled out free to any retail business 
locally that wants to sign up.

The app allows them to report more easily to the 
police and, crucially, to share images from CCTV 
and mobile phones of suspects: of course, if you’re 
watching a crime take place always call 999! The 
reports are shared both with the police and 
neighbouring businesses. I have been out with the 
police in Wantage, Didcot and Wallingford, talking 
to staff about their experience and getting them to 
sign up to the free scheme. Anyone with a retail 
business can contact Thames Valley Police to sign 
up and find out using this link .

mailto:oliver.fletcher@thamesvalley.police.uk
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Didcot u3a
Winter is on its way and what better time for all 
newly retired or semi-retired individuals to join a 
nationwide ‘club’ through its local branch, the 
Didcot and District u3a?!  

Its ‘strap line’ is ‘Learn, Laugh, Live!’ and with 30 
Interest Groups (see here for further details), we 
are sure there is something for everyone! In 
addition, we meet on the Third Tuesday of every 
Month in the Didcot Civic Hall, Britwell Road, 
Didcot, OX11 7JN starting at 2:30 pm where ideas 
are exchanged and a Guest Speaker provides an 
interesting presentation. The talk is followed by 
tea, biscuits and a friendly chat and all new 
visitors will be most warmly welcomed! 

The 2024/5 programme includes:

7 Dec Christmas Lunch & Magic Show 
(Members Only)

21 Jan Schooldays Past 
Speaker: TBC (Oxford Musem Service)

18 Feb The History of Didcot
Speaker: David Taylor (Didcot & 
District Archaeology & History Society) 

18 Mar The Shrunken Garden
Speaker:  Timothy Walker (ex Horti 
Praefectus, University of Oxford 
Botanic Garden and Harcourt 
Arboretum)

15 Apr Women and the Victorian Army 
Speaker: Dan Allen 

More joining information can be found by 
contacting us here.

What better way to start 2025 - we look forward to 
seeing you soon! 

https://u3asites.org.uk/didcot/welcome
mailto:secretary@didcotu3a.org
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Local directory

Service centre

What’s On ….
Venue Telephone Website

Didcot
Cornerstone  01235 515144 https://www.cornerstone-arts.org/whats-on
Cineworld 0871 2002000 https://www.cineworld.co.uk/cinemas/didcot/

Wallingford
Corn Exchange 01491 825000 https://www.cornexchange.org.uk/whats-on/

Wantage
The Beacon 01235 763456 https://www.beaconwantage.co.uk/whats-on/

Abingdon
The Abbey Cinema 01235 616000 https://theabbey.ac/web

If you are an Upton Village resident and have a skill or trade that other residents might find useful, 
please contact the editor with a short summary of your skill/trade and your contact details.  We will 
include these in the next edition of Upton News, free of charge.

Listings will  initially be restricted to Upton Village residents but if there are any  skills or trades not 
covered, then we may include entries from residents of nearby villages.

https://www.cornerstone-arts.org/whats-on%7C
https://www.cineworld.co.uk/cinemas/didcot/
https://www.cornexchange.org.uk/whats-on/
https://www.beaconwantage.co.uk/whats-on/
https://theabbey.ac/web
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Useful contacts
Contact Telephone email

Upton News
Upton News Editor n/a uptonox11news@gmail.com

Churn Benefice
Father Jason St. John Nicolle 01235 850267 office@churnchurches.co.uk
Revd Louise Butler 07837 009730 revlouiseb@aol.com 
Revd John Clarke 01235 510073 jphclarke@gmail.com
Revd Dr Mark Rhodes-Smith 01235 850267 mark.rhodes-smith@churnchurches.co.uk
Elaine de Ridder 01235 850267 office@churnchurches.co.uk

Parish Council
Chair n/a bens@uptonpc.co.uk
Clerk n/a parish.clerk@uptonvillage.co.uk

VoWH District Councillors
Hayleigh Gascoine n/a hayleigh.gascoigne@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
Debra Dewhusrt n/a debra.dewhurst@whitehorsedc.gov.uk.

Afternoon Drop In
Richard Burrow n/a richmondbinov@gmail.com

Astons Online
Bruno Brunskill 07780 958249 theastonsonline@gmail.com

United Charities
Main contact n/a unitedcharities@outlook.com

Blewbury WI
Joy 01235  850543 blewburywi@gmail.com

Didcot U3A
Chair n/a chair@didcotu3a.org
Secretary n/a secretary@didcotu3a.org

First Steps Baby Bank
Chair n/a contact@firststepsbabybank.co.uk
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