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The month ahead

Village calendar
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Village Hall St Mary’s Church
@) Parish Council A Parish Eucharist
() /\  Lay-led service
() A Other service
® \évme C.IUb Waste collection
® rownies _ Black bin
@ Community coffee morning Green bin + Brown bin
bt 1
(@) Dance & Fitness
O Karate Other
@) Dog training Weekend/public holiday
© Kinetic gymnastics
@ TeaBirds WI [1 Upton News deadline
&
For details of events at the Village Hall please see here:
For details of services at St Mary’s Church, please see here:
Sunrise, sunset & twilight
05:40 07:49 15:59 18:07
06:00 08:11 16:05 18:15
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Village News
St Mary’s Church

Service times

Date Time Type Prayer focus
4™ January 9:15am Lay-led service Children,
Our village schools
Sunday clubs
11 January 9:15am Parish Eucharist Those recently baptised,

Baptism visitors

25" January 9:15am Parish Eucharist Our worship

Musicians, organists & choirs

Father Jason writes

...will return next month.

Note to contributors

Contributions to Upton News are always very welcome. Please include your name, address and contact
details (email and/or phone number) in case clarification is needed: we will not be able to publish your
contribution without these details. The editor reserves the right to place, edit, shorten or omit
contributions as required.

Please send your contributions by email to uptonoxiinews@gmail.com

The deadline for the February 2026 issue is 31 January 2026.
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Upton Parish Council

An Extraordinary Meeting of the Parish Council
was held on Wednesday 3 December 2025. The
main item on the agenda was the resolution to
seek the approval of the Secretary of State for
Levelling Up, Housing and Communities to apply
for borrowing of up to £103,202 for the Chapel
Furlong land acquisition, comprising:

« aninterest-free private loan of up to £90,000
over a borrowing term of 10 years; and

« commercial borrowing from PWLB or
alternative sources of up to £13,202 over a
borrowing term of 15 years (only to be drawn if
necessary).

The annual loan repayments will be £9,000 for the
interest-free loan, and ca. £1,324 for the
commercial borrowing (if fully drawn), giving a
total of ca. £10,324. This will be financed by an
increase of £10,350 in the council tax precept; this
is the equivalent of an additional £45 per annum
for Band D properties, representing an increase of
approximately 38% .

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held
on Wednesday 28" January 2026 at 7:00 pm in the
Village Hall. As always, the Council would like to
invite comments from all villagers on any matter
with which they have concern. These should be
sent by email to the Parish Clerk. Please note that
the Minutes of previous Parish Council meetings
can be found here.

Upton Wine Club

It was an absolute delight to see 40 or so members
from our village come and join in the Christmas
celebrations this December at the Upton Wine
Club. Hosted at the village hall, we stepped up the
razzle and put on an amazing Christmas evening!

Upon arrival we were welcomed with a white port
and tonic cocktail, along with a twist of orange,
some mint and plenty of ice. If you are looking for
something a little lighter in alcohol then a
standard G&T to kick start your Christmas
morning then give this a go!

FREE ORGAN RECITALS

ST ANDREW'S CHURCH
EAST HAGEBOURNE
oXMaLP

EVERY FIRST S“'ﬂgai" OF THE MONTH |

FIRSET RECITAL SUMDAY 1ST DECEMBER 2024: CHRISTMAS MUSIC
DONATIONS WELCOME
Enquiries: office@churnchurches.co.uk
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The main event was some amazing pate starters,
followed by a platter of meats, potatoes and salads!
Dessert has become a bit of a tradition now, with
the famous (but not so secret recipe) Sticky Toffee
Pudding — washed down with some Pedro
Ximenez Sherry — Christmas in a glass! It didn't
stop there, as there were some amazing home
made chocolates, mince pies and special raffle
prizes - all for just £20 per head — not bad!

The celebration was great but it was also a
wonderful reminder of just how special our village
really is. It was genuinely lovely to see so many
people and remind ourselves that it’s not always
just about the wine (in fact it is often very rarely
just about the wine), even more important was the
kick-start to Christmas .... and it could not have
gone better! A huge thank you to everyone who
came along and joined in the celebrations and a
very special thank you to the wine club committee
for making it all possible!

In January, we are looking at the influence of
music on wine ..... yes that really is a thing! We will
be listening to some specific music and seeing if
you really can pair wine with a song! If you would
like to come and see what we are all about, please
take a look at our website or email us or speak with
one of over 45 members from the village.

Upton Full Fibre

You may recall that in last month's Upton News, we
published a short email exchange between Brian
Rippon and Olly Glover MP about the poor
broadband speeds currently available in Upton.
There was a follow-up Zoom call with Craig Bower
(OCC Digital Infrastructure Programme Director)
in early December, which a few of us joined. Craig
was sympathetic about our wish to improve
broadband speeds in Upton but told us that the
two most recent programmes (one by Airband to
improve broadband speeds in rural businesses and
Gigaclear's Project Gigabit) were now closed.
However, it appears that the government
department responsible for broadband — Building
Digital UK (BDUK) - have advised that some
communities in Oxfordshire could be selected in
early 2026 for the Gigabit Broadband Voucher
Scheme.

In short, this is a way of using public funding to
support the extension of an operator’s network; for
example, to all/most premises in Upton. We
understand that there will be a competition to
select the best community bids. This may be
similar to the “Reach For Infinity” scheme run by BT
in 2010. Upton bid successfully in that
competition, which resulted in the installation of
the current broadband connection; our
community had a 100% signup.

If our application for the new Gigabit scheme were
successful, we would have access to full fibre
connections, with download speeds of 100-900
Mbps compared to to 30-80 Mbps available
currently. The monthly broadband cost would
likely increase by £5-10 per month for a 300 Mbps
Full Fibre connection, which would have a
connection speed around 10 times faster than the
one we currently have in Upton. We're not getting
too excited just yet but thought it was worth giving
Upton residents an early "heads up".

We are aiming to find out very soon exactly what
we will need to do to submit a formal bid.

Upton Photographic
Competition

We are once again holding a Photographic
Competition, open to all residents of Upton. There
are two age categories:

« anyone below 16
« anyone aged 16 and above.

There are two competition themes based on an
overall theme of “Winter”:

1. Upton and Surrounding Area (in winter)
Any photo that shows off the area in which we
live: landscapes, buildings, people, nature,
sunsets, weather, etc.

2. Any other “Winter” picture including
photographs taken on holiday anywhere in the
world.

All submissions should be emailed to upton.
photo@outlook.com. The closing date is Sunday 1*
March. Please include a brief description or title of
your photo. The winning photographs will be
displayed in the Village Hall.

Good Luck!
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Upton Advent Windows

Below is a selection of some of the windows that
were part of the Upton Advent Windows display
which ran throughout the season of Advent.
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“extraordinary voices”

;

LOVE, AGENDS AND LULLABIES

A Valentine's concert with music from Monteverdi to Kate Bush,
Purcell to Sandy Denny — something for everyone!

Medieval, folk, classical and contemporary a cappella

] y @papagenasingers | papagena.co.uk




Local News
Blewbury Players
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Wishing everyone best wishes for 2026! We are
excited to offer a warm welcome to familiar and
new faces in a variety of ways in our action packed
50" anniversary year, with an exciting mix of
events and productions - something for everyone.
Special thanks to all those who came along to our
open evening and contributed with so much
enthusiasm and so many ideas. We really value
your contributions and will be discussing them at
our next meeting. All our news is available on our
website.

We have lots of events to enter into your new
diaries. Here is what our 2026 calendar looks like
so far...

Jeff and Peter’s Music Quiz, 24" January 2026 at
Blewbury Village Hall.

Questions for all ages and types of music with lots
of prizes! Money raised will be used to support
activities for young people in the village. Please
support the bar! Maximum team size is 10. Doors
open at 7.30 pm for a prompt start by 8:00 pm.
Always a popular night and great fun - don’t miss
out. Tickets cost £10 and are now available from
Blewbury Post Office.

Auditions for “The Wind in the Willows”, 31° January
&1 February

Initial auditions in the form of a workshop. We are
holding workshop auditions to build an ensemble
cast. Please contact us if you are interested in
taking part on or off stage. Do also let us know if
you would like to audition but are unavailable on
these dates. Callbacks will be held on the following
weekend (5% and 6% February), and casting will be
finalised by Friday 12 February. We are looking to
audition actors from aged 9 upwards, with no
upper age limit. There is lots more information
about these auditions on our website.

The Dice House, 20" & 21" February 2026

We are supporting a ‘radio play’ performance of
The Dice House, by Paul Lucas, in the village hall.
This is an irreverent black comedy inspired by Luke
Rhinehart’s cult book The Dice Man which explores
the nature and limitations of free will. What
happens if we make all decisions based on the
whim of a dice? The performances in February will
be rehearsed readings so the cast will be reading
from scripts by their microphones in the style of a
radio play. Whilst this won't be a full production,
there will be an opportunity to get involved in
other aspects of theatre; sound, lights, production,
stage management, front of house, costume if
people want to. If you want to be involved in any
way please email Matt.

The online Box Office opens 4 January on our
website. There is no reserved seating.

Book Launch and Friends’ Evening; 20" March

More news soon...

An Evening of Entertainment about the Blewbury
Players; 20" June

St. Michael’'s Church, Blewbury. Arranged by Catie
Flye. More details to follow...

The Wind in the Willows, 15 -18" July 2026

The summer production at Orchard Dene Garden
Theatre, Blewbury will be “The Wind in the Willows”.
Written by Kenneth Grahame. Adapted by Alan
Bennett. Directed by Ed White.

A Christmas Carol — Autumn/Winter 2026.
More news soon...

Christmas Tree Chipping

Stephen and Ben Strange will be chipping up
Christmas trees at Savage’s greengrocers on 11"
January 2026, 10:00 am until 12 noon. This will be
their 215 year of doing so, and a donation to Helen
and Douglas House would be gratefully accepted.
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Blewbury School
Report

Carol Concert

The whole school walked through the village to St
Michael’s Church Blewbury for their annual carol
service. The oldest children led the service,
speaking clearly and ensuring that everything ran
smoothly even ensuring that Father Jason knew
what to do and when to do it! Each class sang a
Christmas song and the choir gave a superb
rendition of We Three Kings. We must give a special
thank you to Mr Baldock (the piano teacher) who
accompanied the children so admirably. The
congregation was made up of the children’s
families as well as members of the community. The
service finished with us all joining in with We Wish
you a Merry Christmas.

Nativity

The whole of Key stage 1 was involved in the
retelling of the Christmas story. They performed it
twice and the hall was packed both times as the
children wove a special moment into their busy
Christmas activities. It was amazing to see every
child involved, every child singing and enjoying
being part of something so special. The teachers
and their assistants showed such dedication as
they supported the children throughout the
performances.

Christmas Dinner

We are extremely lucky at Blewbury school to have
a cook who is a trained teacher and passionate
about nutrition. The children see whole chickens
roasted and carved in front of them. They grow
vegetables in the school potager and harvest and
cook them before eating them. They are proud to
bake their own bread and learn about cooking
from scratch and making a well balanced,
nutritious meal.

A plastic-free Christmas

Banksy class have been thinking about the
environment and the damage that plastic is doing.
As a result they have been investigating ways of
reducing their use of plastic. One result is that
they are reusing material to wrap presents.

May we wish you all a Happy New Year 2026/

Jennie's Children’s Trust Fandraising Dinner 2026

Come with your triends and enjoy a wonderful evening with fine food
and wine, on C‘Sﬂtwday, Jth %&mary 2026 at the fstons Qf//aye
Hall. Put the date in your diary now, and gather a group of 8-10
quesls before booking your lable.

e will be serving a three course set menu along with a selection of|
amuse-bouches on arrival. dietary requirements will be catered tor,
Please specifq when booking. Tee suggested donation is £50 per person
or £400-£500 per lable. To reserve your table, p/ease email

gracelancaster(@gmail.com.

Pagment will be due by the 7th January 2026 with all funds raised
in support of Jennie’s Ghildren's Trust.

SJennic's Children's Trast works lo creale happy memories lor
children and their families, who have suffered trauma. To find out
more about lhe work they do, please visit www jennicschildrenstrust.org
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Blewbury Wi

Blewbury WI's next monthly meeting will be held
on Wednesday 28" January 2026 at 7:30 pm in the
Vale Room of the Village Hall. The subject will be
“How to read the English Country church”. The Rev’d
Dr. Nicholas Henderson will take us from the pre-
Christian era, through the arrival of the Romans
and onwards to the arrival of the Anglo-Saxons
and their initially disruptive and pagan - but then
formative and Christian world.

Blewbury W1 is a vibrant and lively set of ladies
who do all sorts of activities as well as our monthly
meetings. We have given to numerous local
charities during 2025 including the local Blewbury
Amazon girls’ football team and the local branch of
the Royal British legion. We are looking forward to
an interesting programme of talks and events in
2026 - a wonderful support network if ever there
was one! Although our W1 is currently full, we have
a waiting list for anyone that is interested in
joining in the future. To find out more, please ring
our Secretary, Joy, on 850543 or contact us by
email.

STRICTLY&&WINE

“Great Sweet Wine Buys” - Decanter

Dom Brial Rivesaltes Tuilé Hors d’Age
. N .

“Aged in old barrels, this tastes like a combination
of vintage and tawny Port. A fine accompaniment
to chocolate. A sweet wine with great character
and history on show.” 91pts

Decanter magazine, December 2025

www.strictlywine.co.uk

sales@strictlywine.co.uk 01235 364536

Blewbury Post Office

Happy New Year from all of us at Blewbury Village
Store and Post Office! We hope you all had a
wonderful Christmas and enjoyed the festive
season. Thank you for your continued support
throughout 2025 - it really means a lot to us.

As we start 2026, we're looking forward to another
busy and positive year serving our lovely
community. Our normal opening hours are:

Mon/Tues.Thurs/Fri:  9:00 am — 3:00 pm
Weds: 9:00 am — 12:00 pm
Sat/Sun: closed

A quick reminder of our revised opening hours at
the start of January is shown below:

ThuJan CLOSED

Fri 2 Jan 9 am - 12 noon
Sat 3 Jan CLOSED

Sun 4 Jan CLOSED

Mon 5 Jan 9 am - 12 noon
Tue 6 Jan 9am-3pm

Normal hours resume from 6% January.

We'd like to say a huge “Thank you!” to everyone
who supported our Bell Ringers’ Christmas Postal
Service and Santa’s Post Box in December. The bell
ringers raised valuable funds through their local
card delivery service, and Santa was delighted with
the wonderful letters he received from local
children!

We're restocking after the festive rush, and our
shelves are once again filled with your packaging
essentials - along with fresh, free-range eggs, local
honey, chocolates, and sweet treats.

Once again, thank you for your loyal support. We
wish everyone in Blewbury and the surrounding
villages a happy, healthy, and peaceful New Year.

We look forward to seeing you soon.

Upton News

10


mailto:blewburywi@gmail.com

Vale N ews Current planning applications

The map below shows the location of all planning

VOW H DC N ews applications within the parish of Upton that are

Current and were registered between 1° January

Hello from Haylelgh and Debra 2021 and 31 December 2025; note that there were
no applications with status Current on 31*
VoWDC news will return in the next issue. December 2025.
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RIDGEWAY
s FUNERAL
SERVICE

A CHAPEL IN THE HEART OF THE COUNTRYSIDE

Hill Farm, Church Lane, Steventon, OX13 65W
www.ridgewayluneralservice.co.uk
info@ridgewayfunerals.co.uk

01235 355269

1 January 2026



Olly Glover (MP)

This past month has involved lots of visits
throughout the constituency, where I have spoken
with many constituents in surgeries and on visits.
[ was delighted to visit Didcot Railway Centre,
where I had the pleasure of meeting Chief
Executive Clive Hetherington to learn more about
the incredible work taking place there. I attended
an event at Grove Business Park around its
expansion plans, celebrating progress on the new
Sigma building, and even enjoyed a fantastic
evening at the Letcombe Tennis Club fundraiser,
which had a brilliant 0o7 theme! It was also great
to meet Ian, Dave and Robin from the Earth Trust
who showed me around the beautiful Wittenham
Clumps, and shared their passion behind
everything they do. I've have also had the chance to
visit several schools, including Fir Tree Junior
School in Wallingford, where I faced a wide range
of thoughtful questions from the School Council
and the brilliant Year 5s, and King Alfred’s School,
where it was a pleasure to meet staff and students.

With the consultation on Thames Water’s reservoir
drawing to a close, I have been meeting with
concerned local residents to hear their views. A
parliamentary debate on Thames Water has been
secured, where I will endeavour to speak on this
and represent my constituent's concerns. Looking
at progress on Great Western Park’s promised GP
surgery, [ received a response from the Health
Secretary, after asking him to investigate the
delays via a House of Commons question. The
Health Secretary confirmed that the local
Integrated Care Board is responsible for the stalled
progress and is seeking a new developer. I will
continue to push on this in the coming months.

Recent highlights in Parliament have included
taking part in an e-petition debate on Parkinson’s,
where I spoke about two constituents who have
been in touch with me about their experiences. I
also sponsored the Oxfordshire Innovation
Showcase, which was a fantastic opportunity to
meet and celebrate a number of brilliant local
businesses. I also pressed the Government on the
lack of support for small breweries and other small
businesses following changes to beer duty, and
challenged the Secretary of State on the poor
affordability of rail travel. I highlighted that an
annual season ticket from Didcot to the London
Travelcard area now costs £7,780 - representing
terrible value for money for my constituents. I also
raised concerns that passenger services have still
not begun on the new railway between Oxford,
Bicester and Milton Keynes, despite the line being
open for over a year and already running freight
and charter trains. In committee, I questioned the
Secretary of State for Transport on how the
Government is ensuring the efficient delivery of
infrastructure, including public transport services,
and how it is encouraging active travel.

As always, if there is anything you feel I can help
you with please do not hesitate to contact me and
my team either by email, or by leaving a voice
message at 0207 219 7657.

Olly with the Earth Trust team

Upton News
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Didcot u3a

If you have recently retired or are semi-retired, live
in Didcot or the surrounding area and are looking
for new interests whilst making new friendships,
then what could be a better way to start 2026

than joining the Didcot & District U3A to.....
“Learn, Laugh, Live”!

With over 30 Interest Groups, you could learn a
new language, delve into your family history, enjoy
walking with friends, learn to play an instrument,
and many more: full details can be found here!

New members are always warmly welcomed to join
(first visit is ‘free to se€’) and chat over tea and
biscuits at the monthly meetings held on the third
Tuesday of every month in the Didcot Civic Hall,
starting at 2:30 pm.

Meetings for the coming months will include;

Politics in 20" Century Oxford - the life
of Olive Gibbs;
Speaker:Liz Woolley

20]Jan

17Feb  Women and the Victorian Army;

Speaker: Dan Allen

“Omn top but never in control!” a talk from a
botanist about gardening;
Speaker: Timothy Walker

17 Mar

A talk from a former forensic expert;
Speaker: Haley

21 Apr

For more information about the nationwide self-
help teaching and learning organisation that is uza
please contact us here. We look forward to seeing
you soon!

News from Afar
OCC Councillor’s report

The OCC Councillor’s report will return next
month.

Jackie’s Care

Are you looking for trustworthy, one-to-one care

tailored to your needs? At Jackie’s Care, | am proud

to provide high-quality care services, at highly

competitive rates, 7 days a week. | can offer the

following Services:

* Personalized Care Plans: Tailored to meet your
individual needs.

e Shopping Assistance: Help with errands and
groceries.

* Medication Administration: Ensuring your
health is a top priority.

e Appointments Support: Assistance with
scheduling and attending appointments.

e Companionship: A caring presence to brighten
your day.

e Administrative Work: Support with paperwork
and managing daily tasks.
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Thames Valley Police
Commissioner

[ wrote about fly-tipping some months ago so I
will not repeat everything here. Nevertheless the
recent discovery of the colossal (and illegal) waste
dump at Kidlington has brought the issue to the
fore again.

We know that in this case the Environment Agency
has been far too slow to act. They only took action
months after it was reported to them and only
really when there was national media interest.
Although the Environment Agency is the body
responsible, Thames Valley Police has assisted with
making one arrest (so far) in the case.

This is at the extreme end of the scale of course,
but I have raised the concern that changes to our
own local recycling centre by Oxfordshire County
Council significantly increase the risk of fly-
tipping. From 14™ January 2026 you will have to
book in advance to use the tip, as well as new
charges and restrictions being imposed.

This is not just an inconvenience for residents but
risks pushing people into the arms of illegal waste
carriers. Remember fly-tipping is a crime and if
you pay an unlicensed waste carrier who goes in to
dump your waste, you could be held liable! You can
check whether your waste carrier is registered
using this link.

On an entirely different subject, many of our local
pubs are really feeling the pressure right now.
Behind the headlines of the budget there are real
family businesses. Most acute at the moment is
the change in business rates but this comes on top
of the pressures of additional duty, National
Insurance, minimum wage and VAT.

JOUN MY WHATSAPP
COMMUNITY

ew Barber

STAY IN TOUCH

matthewbarber.co.uk
@matthewbarberpee )

@matthew_barber

One publican I spoke to is seeing an increase in
their rateable value of £22,400. Another local
business is seeing their rateable value nearly
double, from £62,500 to £120,000 overnight!

Pubs are a vital part of our community. If they
close, many may never reopen. Add your voice to
our campaign here and make sure you get out and
support your local pub!

Upton News
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Local directory

What's On ....

Venue

Didcot
Cornerstone
Cineworld

Wallingford
Corn Exchange

Wantage
The Beacon

Abingdon
The Abbey Cinema

Useful links

Organisation

Upton Village website
Upton Village Hall
Upton Wine Club

Upton Village Social

Telephone Website

01235 515144 https://www.cornerstone-arts.org/whats-on
08712002000  https://www.cineworld.co.uk/cinemas/didcot/

01491825000 https://www.cornexchange.org.uk/whats-on/

01235763456 https://www.beaconwantage.co.uk/whats-on/

01235 616000 https://theabbey.ac/web

Website
https://www.uptonvillage.co.uk/

https://www.uptonvillagehall.co.uk/

https://uptonwineclub.com/

https://www.facebook.com/groups/231071594674815

Various WhatsApp groups also exist - please ask a neighbour for details!

Service centre

If you are an Upton Village resident and have a skill or trade that other residents might find useful,
please contact the editor with a short summary of your skill/trade and your contact details. We will
include these in the next edition of Upton News, free of charge.

Listings will initially be restricted to Upton Village residents but if there are any skills or trades not
covered, then we may include entries from residents of nearby villages.

15 January 2026
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Useful contacts

Contact Telephone
Upton News

Upton News Editor n/a
Churn Benefice

Father Jason St. John Nicolle 01235 850267
Revd Louise Butler 07837 009730
Revd John Clarke 01235 510073
Revd Dr Mark Rhodes-Smith 01235 850267
Elaine de Ridder 01235 850267
Parish Council

Chair n/a

Clerk n/a
VoWH District Councillors

Hayleigh Gascoine n/a
Debra Dewhurst n/a
Oxfordshire County Councillor

Rebekah Fletcher n/a
Member of Parliament

Olly Glover 0207 219 765
Astons Online

Bruno Brunskill 07780 958249
United Charities

Main contact n/a

And finally ...

email

uptonoxlinews@gmail.com

office@churnchurches.co.uk
revlouiseb@aol.com
jphclarke@gmail.com
mark.rhodes-smith@churnchurches.co.uk
office@churnchurches.co.uk

francoisey@councillors.uptonparishcouncil.gov.uk

parish.clerk@uptonparishcouncil.gov.uk

hayleigh.gascoigne@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
debra.dewhurst@whitehorsedc.gov.uk.

rebekah.fletcher@oxfordshire.gov.uk

olly.glover.mp@parliament.uk

theastonsonline@gmail.com

unitedcharities@outlook.com

Due to budgetary constraints, Upton News is published in electronic format only. A copy is placed on the
Upton Village website each month, which you can download. We also manage a distribution list whose
subscribers receive a copy directly in their email Inbox at the start of each month.

If you would like to be added to this list, then please email me and I will add your email address to our

database. Thank you for your interest!

Upton News
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