Upton Parish Council: Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting

Date: Wednesday, 6 May 2026    7.00pm 
Location: Upton Village Hall
Attendance: 46 Residents 

1. Present and Apologies
· Present: Françoise Yates (Chair), Chris Seelig (Councillor), David Becklest (Councillor), Peter Head (Councillor) County, 
Bekkah Fletcher (County Councillor)

· Apologies: Matt Talbot (Councillor) and Ben Shaw (Clerk).
Andy Cooke, Drayton Ward, VoWH District Councillor

2. Chair’s Opening Remarks
The Chair welcomed the residents and expressed gratitude for the hard work of fellow councillors, noting that all are volunteers balancing these duties with work and family commitments. 
The Council’s focus this year has been on listening to resident requests. 
A major priority has been improving transparency; the Council has worked to publicise its activities more effectively by posting frequently on the village Facebook page and the Upton Help WhatsApp group. Furthermore, the Council remains dedicated to protecting the village’s setting within the National Landscape (formerly Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty). This includes explicitly emphasizing the protection of this landscape and our dark skies in every relevant planning application response. 

3. Local Group Showcases
The evening featured a showcase from various village groups: 
· The George: Mary and her head chef shared their vision for the pub, including a Wednesday "Upton resident" special. Updates will be provided via Facebook and the village WhatsApp.  https://www.thegeorgeatupton.co.uk/ 
· Upton News: Published monthly; articles or distribution requests can be sent to uptonox11news@gmail.com. Archives are available at https://www.uptonvillage.co.uk/news/upton-news/. 
· Upton Nature Garden: The garden is thriving with meetups on the third Sunday of each month at 10:00 am. A new lead is needed as Kathryn is leaving the village. 
· Upton Village Coffee Morning: Held on the last Friday of every month (10:15–11:45 am), run by volunteers and supported by donations. 
· Upton WhatsApp Help Group: This group has been running for over six years and remains a vital resource for village communication. 
· Upton Wine Club: Ian Langley reported a welcoming atmosphere for their monthly events; visit https://uptonwineclub.com. 
· Upton Photographic Competition: Organised quarterly by Rob Traynor, with details in the Village Hall, Facebook or Upton News. 
· Neighbourhood Watch: Communication is handled via WhatsApp and quarterly meetings; contact Françoise or Kathie Dickens to join. 
· St Mary’s Church: Paul Batho reported healthy attendance; the font requires repair, but the building is available for social events. 
· St Mary’s and Upton Village Fete: To be held on Saturday, 5 September 2026; volunteers are needed for stalls and organising. 
· Kinetic Gymnastics: Classes are held on Tuesdays, Fridays, and Saturdays. 
· Karate Club: Running for 15 years and open to all abilities; visit www.tiskakarate-abingdon.co.uk. 
· Dance and Fitness: Angela Burt runs fusion classes at the Village Hall on Monday, from 7:00–8:00 pm. 
· Broadband: Brian Rippon updated the village on efforts to bring fibre to Upton; contact mail@uptonfibre.org.uk. 
· Uptonogood?: This annual cycling event raises significant funds for local causes; volunteers are needed for 20 June 2026. https://www.uptonogood.org.uk/ 
· Cycling Without Age / Didcot Dasher: Lindsay Lott highlighted trishaw rides for those unable to cycle. https://livewell.oxfordshire.gov.uk/Services/11463/Cycling-without-age 

4. Parish Council Project Updates
· The Playground: The Council has been especially active here, maintaining weekly safety inspections and carrying out repairs whenever possible. While some equipment was removed for safety, and quotes are being sought to replace a rotten beam on the swings, most other facilities are in reasonable condition with no urgent issues. The latest official quarterly ROSPA inspection report was presented for residents to review the professional assessment of the facilities. A link for a resident questionnaire will be sent shortly to gather further views. 
· Wattle Cottage Farm: The Council discussed continued advocacy regarding planning objections and enforcement. Residents were advised that these matters will take a very long time to resolve. 
· Chapel Furlong Land: The community purchase is moving forward, though progress remains frustratingly slow. 
· Future Planning: Debbie presented focus groups results regarding a potential Neighbourhood Plan. Volunteers are needed to distribute questionnaires and join the working group. 

5. Financial Report 
Total receipts for the financial year were £92,891. This figure was largely driven by £57,980 in ringfenced donations for the Chapel Furlong land purchase and a £27,418 precept. Other significant income included contributions from Uptonogood (£5,744) and the Church Fete (£1,200). Total expenditure amounted to £23,748, with the primary costs allocated to playground improvements and grounds maintenance. Because transactions exceeded the £25,000 threshold, an external audit is currently in progress and is expected to conclude by late summer. Although the Clerk and Financial Officer were absent, the Chair addressed initial queries and noted that expenses are expected to rise next year to account for the Clerk’s salary. 


6. Council Vacancies and Recruitment
The Council is currently stretched thin across many projects and urgently needs more help. The first priority is to find one more councillor—Someone ready to read and reply to emails and manage occasional projects. 
For those unable to commit to a full councillor role, volunteers are also needed for: 
· The Playground: Assisting with repairs or conducting the weekly safety inspections. 
· Communications: Helping to keep digital updates running smoothly. 
· Working Groups: Joining groups for general village projects or the Neighbourhood Plan. 
· Village Maintenance: General environmental maintenance of the village. 
· Research: Identifying new funding opportunities and grants for village projects. 

7. Closing
The formal meeting closed at 9:30 pm. Many residents stayed for over an hour afterward to speak with councillors and discuss projects. The Council was delighted by the number of people who volunteered during this time.
 If you are willing to help with any of the initiatives mentioned, please contact a member of the Parish Council.

The annual reports from County Councillor Bekkah Fletcher and District Councillor Andy Cooke are attached to these minutes. 

Françoise Yates 
Chair of Upton Parish Council 
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